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The 1978-84 Board of Bishops and wives
(from I.): Don and Marlene Shafer, David
and Dorcas Climenhaga, Harvey and
Erma Sider, Alvin and Thata Book, John
and Esther Byers.

The 1984-90 Board of Bishops and
wives (from I.): Harvey and Erma
Sider, John and Esther Byers, Ralph
and Joan Wenger, Glenn and Joyce
Ginder, Frank and Blanche Kipe,
Owen and Ardis Alderfer.

Moderator Don Shafer expressed General Conference's appreciation to Arthur and Lona Climenhaga for their years of service in the office of General Conference Secretary.
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Then Owen Alderfer (left), past General Conference Secretary, and Arthur
Climenhaga, retiring General Conference Secretary, presided at the installation of Don Shafer as the newly elected General Secretary.
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evangelical
in this issue,.,
It is always difficult to know how to
report on General Conference. Tapes
cannot reproduce the joyous, robust
singing of some 1,000 delegates and
friends. Photos cannot capture the variety of feelings when friends, separated
by thousands of miles, meet each other
for the first time in several years.
And the press of time and dictates of
space restrict in this issue the "instant
analysis" of business conducted. Delegates, of course, are perhaps in the best
position to answer questions such as
"what was decided?' The Minutes record
the official actions. This issue tries to
capture a bit of the flavor of Conference.
In later issues, we no doubt will touch on
actions of Conference as they affect the
ongoing life of the church.
It had been my intent to write an
editorial relating to Conference business
sessions. However, I had only one week
in the office to bring together this issue,
plus having two other major publishing
deadlines before leaving to attend the
International Brethren in Christ Fellowship in France. So, I took the advice of
Roger Schoenhals and decided (the
night before I left for France) to use his
article as a guest editorial. I trust it is as
helpful to you as it was to me!

C o v e r — t h e 1984 Conference set a record for voting delegates.
(Top inset): from left, Recording Secretary Leonard Chester, General Conference Secretary Arthur Climenhaga, Assistant Moderator Frank Kipe, and Moderator Donald Shafer discuss parliamentary procedures.
(Lower inset): Luke Keefer Jr. sponsors
a report from the floor of Conference.
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Excerpts from the journal
of a first-time delegate
by Rick Gruenewald
I'm tired; it's not a very good way to
begin. I've just finished a difficult day at
work and our two-year-old daughter
Lynn is not feeling well. Nevertheless,
my wife and I hope to reach General
Conference in time for the opening session. We leave Goshen, Indiana, at 7:00
p.m. for an all-night trip to Grantham.
Arriving mid-morning at Messiah College, we have a feeling of the time
w a r p / j e t lag syndrome without ever
having reached an altitude of six feet.
Two hours spent "resting" and it's down
to Brubaker Auditorium.
I feel I've become part of something
big, with my complimentary Messiah
College c l i p b o a r d in h a n d and tag
pinned on—green "voting delegate" ribbon and all! The conference theme,
"Living as Christ's Family," forces many
questions to mind. How will this family
nature be demonstrated during the week?
Will I see real evidence of Christ's love
shared between my brothers and sisters?
What feelings will I experience? I am a
"feelings" person, probably basing too
much of what I perceive to be reality on
feelings, not enough on the hardness of
fact.
Saturday, June 30th, 1:00 p.m.
Considering my poor memory, name
tags have taken on new significance.
With a well-timed glance one can recover nicely f r o m an embarrassing, "Hi,
, how are you."
We are all seated, there is a call to
order, and the One Hundred Eighth
General Conference of the Brethren in
Christ begins. A distinct air of anticipation permeates the assemblage as the
opening words are spoken. I have to
wonder how this m o o d will be altered,
driven up and down, during the days to
come.
There is excellent opportunity to r u b
shoulders with fellow brethren, something also expressed by delegate "Charlie T u n a " in a note sent to the chair
requesting a less sardine-can-like seating
arrangement.
I'm excited! So much is new and the
pace is fairly rapid. I begin to wonder if
we will have enough business to last the
4

week. But then the conference body
becomes stuck on the recommended
substitution of the word "its" in place of
"her," referring to the church. Much
debate follows and it is the general consensus that the church as a "she" is AOK! My first taste of the decisionmaking process on such a grand scale. It
appears that we will have plenty of business to last the week!
In the midst of the memorial service
for ministers who died in the past biennium, I'm struck by the vast number of
models surrounding us. Brothers and
sisters whose examples serve to instruct
us in the do's and don'ts of Christian
living. The mood is one of reflection.
Sunday, July 1, 2:15 p.m.
This afternoon's Hymn Festival, using
the new hymnal, was goose-bump producing. The choir was excellent, but I
felt deprived in not being able to join in
singing all of the hymns. We brethren, if
I do say so, have a love and place in our
hearts for praising God in song.
Charlie Byers notes an "air of excitement" at the opening of the Bishops'
Consecration Service. I'm glad this isn't
something only a first-time delegate can
feel!
Cannot attend the evening rally, daughter Lynn's fever is climbing. Helen and I
are more than concerned. Dr. Bob

Musser, a member of the Grantham
congregation, has come to our aid. I was
really impressed by this brother, who
freely gave his time to examine Lynn
where we were staying, arranged for a
blood test on Sunday, and in many ways
helped to calm our fears. It is difficult at
best to write an adequate description of
what it's like to come face to face with
Jesus' love channeled through another
person. I praise God for brothers like
Dr. Musser.
Monday, July 2, 8:15 a.m.
This morning's theme sermon by
Charles Rickel, taken f r o m Ephesians 3,
tells us "we must be aware of God's
presence in our lives, we must know
Christ's love in order to share it." How
simple these thoughts are and how
complicated we make the understanding
of them. We are fitted with hope but
know a c o m m o n problem. At conferences and rallies we easily attain spiritual mountaintops, only to be dashed
f r o m the fall to "normal life" again.
When then do we assign a place for God
to live? Why is our likely choice the
spiritual "attic" or "dusty bookshelf' in
our minds and hearts?
Monday, July 2,10:00 a.m.
Business session: Acronyms are receiving a lot of attention. Arthur Climenhaga suggests "We are living in the midst
of alphabet soup!" I personally stand in
support of the S.I.D.E.R. group (Simplicity In Deciphering Excessive Redundancy). I would have offered my support to the H.O.S.T.E.T.L.E.R. Commission (Hardly Over-Stimulated Through
Eternalizing the Lengthening of Exces-

Sunday afternoon hymn festival: "Goose-bump producing"

Evangelical

Visitor

sive Redundancy), but my father-inlaw's threats dictated otherwise.
Tuesday, July 3,1:30 p.m.
It seems as though much of the business of conference is pretty well cut and
dried. A proposal is made, moved,
seconded, and passed—all within the
tick before tock of time. I don't always
follow the proceedings as well as I'd like
and I'm painfully aware that I should
have read the agenda more carefully
before each session. However, there are
enough times when an issue is debated,
pros and cons flying, amendments, their
amendments and substitutions offered,
until the whole process slows down
enough that we must pause to see where
it is we're headed. This can become
tedious, and yet it serves to keep us on a
point of balance. As Arthur Climenhaga
expressed in his "State of the Church"
address, " W e are a caring, sharing
brother/sisterhood, determined to get
along with each other."

•

Above, youth "Olympic" activities included the "amoeba stand" (r) and
shoe kick.
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Wednesday, July 4, 9:45 a.m.
I a m experiencing a growing sense of
worth coming f r o m General Conference. It is evident that prayerful consideration has gone into the many reports
a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of n u m e r o u s
boards and committees. We have openly
acknowledged many times that as individuals we are different, both in viewpoint and need. This label "different"
does not have to be a negative signpost.
I've seen no angry debate here at Conference, although I'm well aware of the
explosive nature of some issues. Conducting ourselves with such responsibility towards one another is an outward
sign of our inward commitment to
Christian living.

Above, youth co-leader Perry
E n g l e talks with m o d e r a t o r
Shafer as the y o u t h m a r c h
through the auditorium on their
way to the "Olympic Games."

Thursday, July 5,1984, 3:00 p.m.
General Conference is approaching
its closing moments. My mind literally
swims with details of these days. It has
been an emotional and tiring week.
We're feeling relief that Lynn is getting
back to her happy n o r m a l self. And I
k n o w again the joy that fellowship at
such gatherings can bring. I think of the
conference theme, "Living as Christ's
Family," and make mental comparisons
to my own immediate family. We don't
always agree but we see the absolute
need to truly listen to and respect one
another's views. N o pretending here.
With a bit of sorrow I leave, for I can
never be a first time delegate to General
Conference again.
August
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Children's activities included canoe and tubing trips and crafts

Reflections on
General Conference
Glow of appreciation
by Ruth Pawelski
In my mind's eye I can still see the
A-B-C coloring book my mother took
to General Conference business sessions
to occupy me as a tiny girl while my
father was engaged in Conference business. Later I was old enough to go to
children's meetings at Conference. I
r e m e m b e r the thrill of h e a r i n g the
speakers—especially missionaries—and
the excitement of my personal response.
Would God call me to go to Africa? Or
would it be to India?
When I was a teenager, our family
continued its annual trek to General
Conference. The programs came alive to
me. (In fact, for several years I served as
typist for my father, Ohmer Herr, who
was secretary of the General Conference
P r o g r a m Committee, so I knew months
ahead what great times were awaiting
us.) The difficulty came in choosing
between hearing favorite godly preachers
speaking in the "Evangelistic Tent" and
observing the sometimes involved business sessions in the "Main Tabernacle."
It was a challenge to get to as much of
both as possible.
During those hours in the observation gallery of the business sessions,
judging within myself which amendment to an amendment or substitute
motion was appropriate, I did not know
that I was in training for legislative and
administrative work on the mission field.
M u c h less did I dream that what I was
learning I would later use as a member
of future General Conferences.
I have learned that being a member of
Conference, with the power to translate
my thoughts and decisions into a vote, is
a different proposition f r o m my internal
participation of those earlier days. This
year's business sessions again have been
variously interesting, wearying, challenging, burdening, heartening. In addition,
we have listened to (and produced)
uplifting music; we have heard inspiring
messages; we h a v e p a r t i c i p a t e d in
August
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the mission of the church. I want our
new and growing Brethren in Christ
church to be all that God wants us to be
in Christ and to reach out and win others into the family.
It would be my prayer that at our next
Conference in '86, we would see new
faces f r o m around the world, coming
into our family to fulfill the Great
Commission of our Lord.

thought-provoking small groups; and
we have experienced acquaintance, reacquaintance, and fellowship with other
Conference attenders. The varied special prayer times, although not widely
attended, were especially heart warming. To leave with the promise of others
to pray for particular needs in our inner
city contacts, sends us home in a glow of
appreciation for all that is good at General Conference.

Fred and Caroline Carter are the pastoral
couple serving the Brethren in Christ church
in Glendora, Calif

John and Ruth Pawelski represented the
Dayton (Ohio) Mission at General Conference.

Attending General Conference has
been a part of my whole life. Yes, I even
attended the Conference in my grandfather Christian Sider's barn in 1938.
I've moved through nursery care, children's meetings, youth activities, and
now graduated to adult member status.
I always look forward to the renewing
of former friendships, the fellowship of
other Christians, and the stimulation
provided by lively discussion and debate.
How has this Conference measured up
to my expectations? Well, my friends
were here and we have had great fellowship. We've talked, worshipped, sung,
and shared. Theme messages addressed
many old themes with a fresh, inspiring,
and enthusiastic approach. Presentations
by newly commissioned boards challenged and motivated us with their
vision. Our leadership will indeed move
us forward to new horizons.
But now to the business sessions.
They seemed to lack their usual spark
and stimulation. Discussions and debate
tended to focus around parliamentary
procedures rather than dynamic issues.
Were there really no issues, or did we get
lost in rules, superficial debate, and useless "hearing ourselves talk"?
Yes, I'll certainly anticipate being
back at Conference in two years. I'll
look forward to everything we always
have enjoyed, but I sincerely hope we
spend our collective energies and time
on issues and concerns that will promote
growth, brotherhood, and the kingdom
of Christ.

Renewed, challenged
by Fred L. Carter
One of the highlights of our time
together has been the renewing of relationships that my wife and I established
at Ministry '83 (The pastors and wives'
retreat last year). It was f u n and encouraging to see familiar faces. I was thankful, though, that we were given name
tags! My memory is much better with
faces than names.
Since I was a newcomer to Conference, most of the agenda in the business
meetings was unfamiliar. It made me
appreciate the leadership of our brotherhood as they focused their energies in
guiding us through the business of the
church.
It was a great experience to worship
together and share around the theme
"Living As Christ's Family." I enjoyed
hearing f r o m different speakers about
the various aspects of this theme. It
seems to me that God is wanting our
family of Brethren in Christ churches to
discover all that we have in Christ, and
to call others into this great family.
These are exciting days of discovery of
our gifts and calling as Christ's family.
I feel renewed and challenged to go
back to our ministry area and further

Really no issues?
by Mary Fretz

Lester and Mary Fretz live in Vineland,
Ontario.
•
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Speaker: Myron Augsburger

Board presentations:
Lenora Stern

Prayer

Special music: Lamar and Alice Dourte

Drama: The Cost of Conscience

Panel discussion: Karen Dehyle, Freddy Negrete, Fred Carter, Don Shafer
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VISITOR INTERVIEW

C. B. Byers
Over 50 years
attending
General Conferences
Brother Byers, the Visitor will be carrying some reflections on General Conference written by a young, "first-time"
delegate. Because of your years of service to the church, you probably will
have a different perception of this Conference. Just how long have you been
attending General Conference?
The first General Conference I attended as a voting member was in 1933.1 was
there by virtue of the fact that I had just
been elected to the ministry, serving at
the Chambersburg (Pa.) mission. So
from that time until now, for 51 years,
I've never missed a General Conference.
And up to this year, I've always attended
by virtue of being on a board or being a
pastor—and often both.
But this year, I was elected as delegate
by my home congregation. I had a
notion not to let them do it, when my
name came up in the congregational
council. But I'd never been an elected
delegate before, so I thought—for the
f u n of it—let them do it. And it did help
out; they paid my way to Conference.
With that kind of background, how
would you compare this Conference to
earlier Conferences? Of course, this year,
we set a record in terms of the size of the
delegate body.
Years ago, the crowds were small and
the entertainment was crude. The varBishop
long-time
Hour. He
bersburg,

August

emeritus Charlie B. Byers is the
radio speaker on the Gospel Tide
and his wife Ruth live in ChamPa.
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ious denominational boards met at Conference in those days. Provisions were
made for board members to sleep somewhere, often in dormitory style, and
that's where the boards met—they'd sit
around on their beds and have their
board meetings. Of course, the accommodations are superb now, compared
to that.
With nostalgia we sometimes look back
into our history and assume that the
church then was very spiritual, that
Conference business sessions were conducted without major points of disagreement or sharp debate. Is that the
way Conference used to be?
No, it was more the other way. In
earlier days men's convictions (call them
convictions) were very sharp, very
strong. I think they always—I guess—
ended up being brethren, but their convictions were strong. Debate was sharp
sometimes—real strong, heated debate.
And there was not nearly the spirit of
"let's disagree and still agree to be
brethren." It wasn't quite as broad as it is
now—that's an improvement at that
point.
What was the focus of some of those
debates?
Well, let me say that I was not a delegate, but was at the Conference of 1930.
The big issue that year was life insurance. That turned out to be a case of the
East against the West. The Western
church pled to let men have life insurance. And the Eastern brethren were

dead set against it. Alvin Burkholder's
father, C. C. Burkholder, I hear him yet
pleading for it. He said, "Brethren, my
heart throbs for our brethen who need
life insurance." My heart throbs—that
wording intrigued me.
And as the wars came along, the
church's peace position brought a lot of
sharp debate. I guess that question as
nearly divided the Western church from
the Eastern church as any one issue.
Conference met in Canada one year and
passed a resolution that if you went to
the army, you were automatically dismissed from the church. Fortunately,
that didn't get carried out. It was in the
Minutes, but was never enforced. That
was a hot issue.
In the 1930s and '40s, plain clothes—
dress—was a very hot issue. That's when
we revised the Manual of Doctrine and
Government. We started a revision in
the '30s and it was adopted in '37. The
great majority at the time was in favor of
standards of plain dress, but there was a
minority that felt there should be change.
What happened, that Manual in the '30s
drew up dress standards tighter than
they had ever been before. You see, up
to that time the church had believed in
plain dress, but then as the church began
to slip away from it in practice, they
thought they had to write it, and that
was our mistake—that was our death.
As long as we didn't have it written, the
church believed it and talked it. But
once we had it written, then it became
law, and that was against us rather than
9

for us. The Manual stayed that way until
the late '40s, then the trend moved the
other way.
In summary, I think that as far as the
church and General Conference is concerned, the spirit of brotherhood prevails just as much now as it did them,
and I think with a kindlier spirit.
There might be some who feel that what
passes for brotherhood today really is a
loss of essential convictions—that we no
longer care what we believe.
Well, recent Conferences, and this
Conference in particular, show signs of
being, I think, pretty cautious about
doctrine. Of course, the big emphasis in
this Conference, despite our theme, was
"organization," with all these new boards
and procedures. I get the feeling that if I
were a stranger walking into this Conference, I'd say that this was just a big
organizational meeting. And I'm not
against that; that's the way it had to be.
And there are certainly other concerns
that come through—I can see them
pretty easily because I know the background of the reports and recommendations.
In what other ways does this Conference
compare to those of former days?
I have been really impressed with the
way that this Conference—with the organization of new boards and all that is
wrapped up in Renewal 2000—conveyed
the sense of a real thrust forward. The
Conferences when I was younger seemed
to spend so much time on preservation,
preserving what we were doing. Now we
are talking about a thrust outward, a
kind of a different thing, which I like
very much. There is a point to be made

that perhaps enough isn't said about
preserving the faith. At the same time,
you have to think that Jesus said, if you
save your life, you lose it.
And this is a much younger Conference. Of course, you might expect me to
think that everybody's young. But young
people are really in charge.
By the way, there are more women
involved in this Conference than I've
ever seen before. Years ago, there were
very few. There was a lady or so on a few
boards many years ago, but for many
years there were no ladies on boards or
on the program at Conference.
Let me just say this. Spirituality is
hard to measure, you know. And I think
if you measure spirituality by a vision of
the world, and a desire to reach out to
that world, whatever it costs, then I
think that spirituality rates high here.
Are you speaking just of this General
Conference?
This Conference and recent ones as
well. We've got some pretty big budgets
here, and Conference, after a lot of
debate, voted to adopt the budget. Someone said to me, "Do you think they're
going to raise it?" And I said, "Sure,
they'll raise it. Might be a struggle, but
sure, we'll raise it." There are a lot of
reasons to think we mightn't, but I think
we will. And that's because the brethren
have a real global vision, at home and
abroad. When you begin to talk about a
budget in millions, you know, that's a
different thing.
Brother Byers, over the years you served
as moderator of General Conference on
ten different occasions. What observa-

Spirituality is hard to
measure, you know.
And I think that if you
define spirituality by a
vision of the world, and
a desire to reach out to
that world, whatever it
costs, then I think that
spirituality rates high at
this conference.

tions would you make about parliamentary procedures and the flow of business?
When I moderated, when it seemed
that issues were at stake, I felt that Conference must really talk it out. But when
procedures or a few words were at
stake—now I know that words can be
important, but when they don't really
change the meaning much—then why
take Conference's time to go on and on?
In earlier Conferences, we didn't very
often use a "previous question" motion
to close discussion. But the moderator
would often say, "Now I think we're
pretty well through here; I think Conference has its mind made up; and unless
there is objection, I'm going to call for
the vote." I often used that approach.
Then, other times, when Conference
got in tangles, I'd often say, "Now this is
the way I perceive this, and this is the
way I'm going to rule. You have the
right to overrule me as moderator, but
this is the way I believe we should proceed." And I never had Conference
overrule me.
I think maybe the brethren were a
little easier to work with back them. I
think the younger fellows now are a little
sharper in terms of parliamentary procedures. But I've had men in Conference
that seemed to me purposely, to get their
ends across, began to attack the procedures. And unless the moderator pretty
well knew where he was going, they
could really get you tangled up.
In 1980, after Conference had discussed
issues surrounding draft registration, a
younger delegate voiced his concern
that only a few of the "senior statesmen"
of the church were joining the younger
delegates in speaking to that and to
other issues in the church.
Nearly all of my life—I was first
named bishop in 1938—I have shared
on the Executive Board (now the Board
of Administration) and other boards
and committees which brought reports
and recommendations to Conference. I
felt that there, in those groups, I had my
say. When that material came to the
floor of Conference, unless I was supposed to sponsor it, I felt I should keep
quiet and let delegates discuss it.
Now, since my retirement as bishop
and I'm no longer on those boards, I say
to myself, "I wasn't in there and don't
know all of the issues, so I'll let others
debate the issues. I had my say in my
day."
I understand that for specific program
recommendations. But what about issues
like registration for the draft, or other

10
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major concerns in the life of the church?
I remember that session, it went to
2:00 in the morning on that question.
You don't know how close I came to
speaking on that issue. But I thought,
"No, these younger men are going to
have to live with it—I'm going to let it up
to them to decide."
And I heard that younger man, in his
thirties, saying that while it is necessary
for the younger generation to speak,
we're missing a perspective in the dialogue from these more mature church
leaders.
I appreciate that view. I'd rather have
them say that than "I wish that old man
would keep quiet." I've seen older men
almost make a nuisance of themselves.
And the younger members of Confer-

ence—men and women—are going to
have to live with what they're saying.
Like I said, I've been part of the decisionmaking process over the years. Why
should I be hanging on to that?
I don't mean to be reckless, but things
would have to go pretty badly before I
couldn't live with decisions the church
will make.
What concluding comments would you
like to make about Conference?
I want to say that I was very pleased
with this Conference. As I mentioned in
my sermon during the bishops' consecration service on Sunday, the Renewal
2000 reorganization is a good thing for
the church. Our present administrative
structure, which was conceived in the
late '40s, designed in the early '50s, and

Visitor interview with Lester Fretz

The church: "coming of age"?
Lester, I understand that at the Missions
Convention preceding General Conference, you made a statement something
to the effect that the Brethren in Christ
Church is "coming of age." I've heard
that statement quoted here at Conference, and would invite you to explain
your statement and the context in which
you made it.
I appreciate the fact that you ask the
question, and you have introduced it in
exactly the way I am happy to respond.
First, the quote was, "Hopefully, the
church has come of age." A number of
people have dropped that first word.
That does make a difference.
Right. I said "hopefully." I wasn't
being that assertive, saying the church
has come of age, implying that it has not
heretofore.
Secondly, the important thing about
the statement was the context in which it
was spoken. I was speaking about Cooperative Ministries and Mission—an
avenue, a vehicle of cooperatively giving
our resources. I see C M & M , in addition
to being biblical, equitable, and an economical way to function, as being the
epitome of "Brethren-in-Christ-ism."
And so, if we can move to this place
Lester Fretz is the Director of Stewardship and Finance, Canada, and lives in Vineland, Ontario.
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where we do something in a cooperative
way, we have developed another area in
which we are truly brethren.
In my talk I referred to the $5.00 Kansas story, and understand that was not
appreciated.
You are referring to the $5.00 J. E.
Stauffer gave at the 1894 General Conference in Kansas, designating it as the
start of a foreign missions fund?
Yes. I mentioned that this story has
been told for nine decades, and it was a
good story when it happened. But 1 feel
we should put this $5.00 story behind us
and stop putting a halo around the individual who walked up with $5.00 for
foreign missions. That was very public
giving, by an individual, to a specific,
exciting cause.
My whole thesis was that we are
brethren, and that our stewardship has
to support the total program of the
church. I also referred to the interdependence of our organizations—that if
we don't have children getting saved in
our Sunday schools and camps, and
nurtured through our local congregational programs, and attending our
church college, and getting on-the-spot
training in voluntary service, then we
aren't going to have missionaries twenty
years from now. Our whole program is
one of brotherhood.
So, when I made that statement, it

adopted in '57, has served us well. By the
way, the decision to make that change in
the '50s scared the boots off of some
church members and older people. And
I must say that when this new structure
and new method of funding was being
proposed, it kind of frightened me.
But as we worked through it at last
Conference and at this one—well, it's a
big step, but that '57 reorganization was
a frightening thing to implement. Mind
you, the church retired nearly 30 bishops;
Conference made a ruling that every
bishop had to resign, in order to implement the new structure [which had only
five bishops—ed.\.
Now I think, with God's helping,
we're geared to go. And so I'm pleased
with the work of this Conference.
•

was in the context of all of these other
things I had talked about as well.
I had referred to a new book coming
out which asks the question, what's
happened to commitment? The book
points out what individualism has done
to the American nation, and how antibiblical individualism is. I see CM&M
as being a good vehicle to downplay
individualism and work on collectivity.
How have you seen people misinterpreting what you said?
I've been embarrassed that I've been
quoted so much on that talk. And I've
been amazed how much I've been misquoted.
For instance, I referred to the story
about the little boy giving his loaves and
fishes to Jesus. I said, what if he would
have given one fish to Philip and one
loaf to Bartholomew rather than giving
them all to Jesus. I now hear people
(quoting my story) saying, what if Jesus
would have kept one of the loaves and
one of the fish? I didn't say that, and I
can't conceive of Jesus eating a fish and
a loaf first, before feeding the rest of the
people.
What do you suppose that person was
trying to say—that the Board of Administration takes some of the CM&M
money "off the top"?
I don't know. That version was quoted
by someone who is a member of the
Board of Administration. I cringe when
I hear myself misquoted.
Well, here's your chance to set the
record straight.
I appreciate that.
•
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The News from General Conference . • .
An important record was broken at
General Conference this year. By Thursday morning, 116,235 sheets of paper
had been distributed to General Conference delegates, breaking the old record
of 114,035. After determining that the
record was indeed broken, Conference
Director Paul Hostetler circulated a
memo informing Conference of this
milestone. This memo upped the recordbreaking total to 116,845.
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Earl Herr from Martinsburg, Pennsylvania, opened 1984 General Conference by seconding the first three motions
made. This event was indeed a momentous occasion for the Conference. It
marked the 423rd consecutive motion
seconded by Brother Herr. After checking the Conference minutes from previous years, Church Archivist E. Morris
Sider confirmed the record, commenting: "Yes, Earl Herr is second to no one."

'

^

Ihe C h u r c h ' s
one
J l -foundation is
(Je*u* Chr.it ( 0 Lord

B. I. Climenstetter of Ocean View,
Kansas, submitted a resolution that BIC
be declared the official pen of the 1984
General Conference. This was followed
by a lively discussion of the use of acronyms to refer to church agencies. Diane
Fimiano of Souderton, Pennsylvania,
noted that she has a list of 75 acronyms,
along with the agency to which they
refer: e.g., BOB—Board for Old Business, BFM—Board for Finance and
Money, COSF—Commission for Ordaining Squirrels and Ferrets. In response, a
motion was made to ban the use of
acronyms because they made it appear
that the church is a bureaucracy. General Conference Secretary Arthur Climenhaga agreed with the motion, calling the situation at present "alphabet
soup." The motion passed, but only
after amended to exempt CM&M from
the ban because that acronym is already
embroidered on the towel in the denominational symbol.
The Board for Congregational Life
report focused on the many hats worn
by the board. To dramatize this, the
chairman and executive director of the
board wore appropriate hats while speaking about various aspects of the program. In response, the Conference body
decided to "take off its hat to the BCL"
and suggested that the board do the
same in the future reports.

As one of the few delegates to General
Conference who has been a member of
the BIC church for less than 25 years,
Frank Fimiano found it hard to remember the names of other delegates. This
dilemma was resolved, however, when
he realized that, if he could remember 10
names, he would know 90% of the Conference members.
After some discussion. Conference rejected a Board of Administration recommendation
w h i c h w o u l d have changed a Manual of Doctrine and Government reference to the
church to read "Its doctrines" instead of the current "her doctrines." However, some
delegates w h o had been napping during the debate were unsure of the final decision, as
evidenced the next time Emerson Frey led the assembly in singing.
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In response to frustration over the
quality of reports he received for incluEvangelical
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sion in the Conference agenda, General
Secretary Climenhaga decided to solicit
celestial help in the future. To quote the
Secretary, "Angels need to write reports,
people make mistakes."
*

*

*

Some of the mistakes in the reports
were in the financial section. This led
one member of Conference to question
whether all totals should be rounded off
to the nearest dollar to avoid mistakes
amounting to only a few cents. Harold
Chubb, the General Treasurer, said that
this would be highly irregular, but made
the observation (followed by great
laughter) that "When we prepare budgets,
we don't use sense" (or did he mean
"cents"?).
*

*

*

A new highlight of this year's General
Conference was the Missionary Convention preceding it, featuring the intro-

duction of World Christian Intercessors. The goal of WCI is the commitment
of thousands of persons in the BIC
church to pray daily f o r missions.
Donald Zook, the executive director of
the Board for World Missions and the
originator of WCI, commented enthusiastically. "We are calling for the active
involvement of people on behalf of missions through going into their closets to
pray and going into the world to wear
their pins."
*

*

*

In the marathon session late Wednesday evening, the Board for Ministry and
Doctrine brought a resolution that all
BIC pastors should take a core of four
courses in order to be credentialled by
the denomination. One delegate from
western Pennsylvania suggested that a
course be added on church growth
among Hawaiian immigrants to Nova
Scotia. This was followed by the addition of a course on preaching to Pakis-

tanis and translation of Scripture into
Swahili. The final resolution indicated
that, although we will not start a seminary, all credentialled BIC ministers
must have a Ph.D. in biblical studies, a
Th.D. in preaching, and at least a halfdozen assorted D.Min. degrees. The
resolution was passed unanimously by
the sixteen members of Conference who
stuck it out to the end of the session.
* * *

The awaited culmination of General
Conference was the announcement of
the winner of the annual Tic Tac Toe
tournament. The tournament is a series
of games played on the Conference floor
using the pages to carry the plays from
one member to another. The tournament was quite popular this year. In the
words of page Jolene Byer of Upland,
California, "We were busier than ever
this year. In fact, we may add a chess
tournament to the schedule next Conference."

"After considerable cogitation, the General Secretary w o u l d like to categorically affirm
that in the catalogical matters under consideration by this body, w e will proceed w i t h due
deliberation by circularizing appropriate materials and suggesting a modicum of journalistic emendations."

Partnership
in missions
by Donald R. Zook
In arithmetic we learned that 1 + 1 = 2.
But in organizational theory we teach
the value of teamwork. As we utilize the
strengths of different people and do not
force them to work in their areas of
weakness, we see their productivity multiplied. When we ask people to do what
they can do best, a team can accomplish
much more than if each worked alone.
In other words, 1 + 1 sometimes equals
5.
Biblical mandate for partnership
There seems to be a new emphasis on
Christians working together all over the
world to accomplish the task our Lord
has committed to all of his disciples. But
this emphasis is not a new idea. The
early church caught the vision of partnership and much of its success can be
attributed to its practical outworking.
The New Testament emphasized this
concept and there is solid biblical basis
for partnership as a mission strategy.
Working together was one of the
things J e s u s t a u g h t . He c o n s t a n t l y
sought to bind the disciples together as a
unit in helping them to fulfill their ministry. In his intercessory prayer, recorded
in J o h n 17, Jesus earnestly desired his
disciples and all believers to be unified to
accomplish the task he left them to do
upon his departure to glory.
Jesus exhorted the disciples to love
one another. He wanted the world to see
the effectiveness and enrichment of real
love by those who were God's children.
Jesus' teaching was soon fulfilled. On
the day of Pentecost and thereafter an
amazing solidarity emerged as the church
witnessed to the death and resurrection
of the Son of God (Acts 2:42; 4:24; 5:12,
et al). The term "of one accord" aptly
described those early believers and their
unity in Christ.
In the book of Acts, believers expressed unity in various ways. They
exhibited depth and warmth in Christian fellowship, both at worship and in
their homes. They shared with those less
Donald R. Zook is executive secretary of
Brethren in Christ Missions.
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fortunate. They welcomed every outsider and every outcast. They opened
their homes to their brothers and sisters
in the faith.
Believers in the early church, bound
together into closely knit families of
spiritual fellowship, continually reached
out to the needy. This unity of fellowship helped successfully convey the
church's mission of evangelization.
This emphasis on unity did not cease
with the book of Acts. It was also
stressed by the apostles in their writings,
but is nowhere better expressed than by
the term that Paul often used, "We are
co-laborers together with Christ." He
was talking a b o u t partnership. The
apostle addressed himself to the issue on
many occasions (1 Cor. 12:15-16, 21).
Paul emphasized the need for believers
to be bound together in close union.
Partnership in its practical outworking is the awareness of equality among
all brethren. There ought to be parity—
an equality of ministry. Leaders—whether Asian, African, Latin, or Western—
support each other. Each has a servant
role to the other. This is biblical.
Hindrances to partnership
For many years we heard about the
need to establish strong indigenous
churches. Now that such a church is a
reality in so many nations, we must not
isolate believers from their brothers and
sisters in Christ. We desperately need
one another. In his book which deals
with the missionary's role in today's
world, Michael Griffiths quotes a very
meaningful statement f r o m a paper on
the subject, "The Asian Churches and
Their Missions." This paper was presented by Theodore Williams, an Indian
pastor and evangelist, at the Singapore
Congress on Evangelism.
There is no place for national
isolation in the Christian church.
The mission of the church is not
the job of any one national church.
There is enough need to challenge
the churches from all nations.
Another important point is that
the Christian church, whether in

Asia or elsewhere, cannot give up
its character as a body transcending racial and national barriers. It
is supranational and should never
be bound by a narrow nationalism
. . . . This must be
expressed
especially in countries where there
are increasing restrictions
upon
the entry of foreign
missionaries
and the church is pressured to be
purely a national institution. . . .
There is no place for the feeling
that the foreign missionary should
be here as long as he is needed and
then pull out when he has performed his task. In the supranational fellowship
of the church
which has a worldwide
mission,
the foreign missionary need not be
a temporary factor.
Griffiths reinforces the thought. Missionaries are still very much needed, not
only those f r o m Western nations, but
f r o m every race and national church.
Whites should not be "white elephants,"
he proposes, but should work on teams
as equals with all other Christians.
At times there has been a feeling in
Western missions that national Christians f r o m other countries are poorly
qualified. It may not have been directly
stated, but this feeling may have been
expressed through innuendos or implied
by a host of things said and done. 1
believe this bias is beginning to melt
away.
Horace Fenton deals directly with
this issue in his book, Myths
About
Missions. He suggests that far too often
we gave only lip service to accepting our
brothers from other nations in their ability to carry out God's work. It was often
difficult to acknowledge their capabilities in h a n d l i n g statistics, financial
accounting, parliamentary procedure,
leadership responsibilities, and so on.
He considers this persistent denial of
their capabilities on our part to be
wrong, giving five reasons: (1) it does
not fit the facts; (2) it glaringly reflects
the vestiges of paternalism; (3) it limits
the potential of the national church and
of its leadership; (4) it has been rejected
by the national leadership; and (5) if it
is not dealt with promptly and effectively, it will have violent repercussions
in the work of Christ.
A philosophical model
for partnership
I believe that all Christians who are
engaged in ministry today in the world
need to accept the fact that, in God's
Evangelical
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sight, he has gifted u s — n o matter what
color our skins, no matter what our
national backgrounds may be, no matter what the geographical situation is.
He has gifted each of us to be part of the
body of Christ's ministry.
Equality, support, and mutual acceptance mean that we will not think of the
senior/junior relationship as we work
with people f r o m other nations. We will
use our gifts to supplement and complement each other. This may not necessarily be two people working together. It
could be a whole body of leaders and
members of the church who share in
mission, contributing their various gifts.
One might have the gift of teaching,
another the gift of evangelism, another
the gift of administration, another of
giving help and support, but all of them
contribute meaningfully in a partnership which is co-equal, even though the
gifts may differ. We do not need to rate
the gifts God has given to us and say one
gift is stronger or more important than
another. Partnership means that everyone who shares in the ministry of evangelism or church growth makes valid
and acceptable contributions to the joint
ministry to which they are called.
Someone has said that "scattered fire
gives light, but gathered fire makes a
blaze." Today we are witnessing a blaze
as never before. Christians the world
over are more united than ever in the
effort to make disciples in all tribes and
nations. This is an exciting development, for no longer is it necessarily true
that Christian missions is a Western or
white man's enterprise.
Practical considerations
in partnership
The following are suggestions for
inclusion in an agreement of cooperation between a national church and the
North American Board for World Missions. Some of these were taken f r o m an
agreement of cooperation made between
the P I P K A Mission Board (of the Muria
Church of Java) and the Mennonite
Brethren Board of North America:
1. First and foremost, we acknowledge that we are members of the same
family (Eph. 2:19). Hence it is only natural for us to join hands and work
together as equals.
2. Our "partnership" is not to be
understood in terms of shareholders,
but is based on the concept of family
members helping one another, of the
parts of the body all being essential to
the well-being of the whole. We need
August
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each other and we need to help one
another.
3. There is r o o m for diversity and
differences, but these are not to be interpreted as disunity. Nor is there superiority or inferiority (1 Cor. 12:14-26).
4. Any kind of work in our partnership is to strengthen, build, and mature
the local churches, so that in turn they
are equipped to grow and multiply.
5. Program decisions are to be made
in the local country. Representatives of
the North American Board for World
Missions may learn about God's leadings in the overseas churches and identify meaningful ministries where the
churches in North America can assist.
6. The national churches are responsible for oversight and leadership. They
stipulate the qualifications and qualities
of personnel to be recruited.
7. The partnership is subject to constant evaluation by all concerned.
Are we ready for
partnership in missions?
At one time certain mission agencies
sought to transfer all overseas properties
to overseas churches with all missionaries working directly under these churches
and relying upon national leaders for
their pastoral care and the direction of
their work. However, this older emphasis on partnership was confined to representatives f r o m "younger churches," and
did not include the "younger missions."
It did not encourage participation with
the non-Western missionary-sending
organizations which were rapidly coming into existence.
A new dimension has recently entered
the discussion on partnership. Vergil
Gerber's Missions In Creative Tension
(The Green Lake '71 Compendium), C.
Peter Wagner's Church I Mission Tensions Today, and W. Harold Fuller's
Mission-Church
Dynamics are exam-

there is a
solid biblical
basis for
partnership
as a mission
strategy.

pies of evangelicals promoting partnership between sending churches and receiving missions. Perhaps the most significant statement by evangelicals came
f r o m the 1974 Lausanne Congress on
World Evangelization. Of the 2,700 participants f r o m 150 nations, 50 percent
were f r o m the two-thirds world. Together they forged a theological consensus and a united front in their world
mission perspectives. As the Lausanne
Covenant states, "God is raising up
f r o m the younger churches a great new
source for world evangelization. All
churches should therefore be asking
God and themselves what they should
be doing both to reach their own area
and to send missionaries to other parts
of the world . . . . Thus a growing
partnership of churches will develop
and the universal character of Christ's
Church will be more clearly exhibited."
The majority of published books and
conference discussions have centered
upon the need for Western missions to
build balanced relationships with national churches. Yet it is recognized widely
today that an additional dimension is
essential for the accomplishment of the
Great Commission. Paul Pierson, in
Non- Western Missions, The Great New
Fact of our Time, wrote:
Western church and
mission
leaders realize today that we are
called to recognize churches of the
non- Western world as creations of
the Sovereign God and thus to
affirm their full selfhood and equality in Christ. Now we must equally
welcome and encourage non- Western mission agencies into partnership in our common task of world
evangelization. And as this partnership is strengthened under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, with
insights, resources and methodologies shared, the whole missionary movement will be enriched.
A suggested model for partnership
Partnership involves mutual commitment. A suggested prototype for an
agreement might "include the following:
Board for World Missions, North America, agrees:
1. To pursue a policy of non-exploitation of nationals.
2. To transfer funds provided through
God's people with utmost care for specific projects, as designated.
3. Not to interfere with the administration of indigenous programs.
4. To make needs of national minis15

tries known and seek to raise support in
a manner honoring to the Lord.
5. To recruit North American personnel with training, experience, and
personal qualities as requested by the
national organization.
The National Boardfor World Missions
agrees:
1. T o strive for self-support and to
maintain its indigenous nature.
2. T o adhere to basic Bible doctrines.
3. T o seek prior agreement f r o m
N o r t h American Board for World Missions for new projects or ministry extension that will need outside help.
4. T o do deputation in North America in full agreement with the North
American Board for World Missions.
5. T o utilize all N o r t h American
funds for specific projects, as designated.
Conclusion
What do you think? Where do we go
f r o m here?
This article is part of a presentation
made by the a u t h o r to international
Brethren in Christ leaders in July. It
probably will also be discussed by the
Board for World Missions. Feel free to
share your thoughts about the implications of this article with any member of
the board or with the a u t h o r by writing
to: Brethren in Christ Missions, P. O.
Box 27, Mount Joy, P A 17552-0027.
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A report of the June 28-29
Brethren in Christ Missions Convention

Obeying Christ's C<
An air of excitement and hope pervaded the first-ever Brethren in Christ
Missions Convention, held June 28 and
29 at Messiah College. It was attended
by almost 500 people. We were made
aware of the good things God is accomplishing through Brethren in Christ Missions around our world. We were called
to new heights of personal commitment
to the global cause of Christ. The music,
the prayers, the fellowship, and the messages all worked together to bring us to a
greater understanding of how each of us
is to obey Christ's commission.
The convention began Thursday morning with reports f r o m three individuals
on what God is doing in our world. J o h n
Graybill, church planter in Japan, shared
with great enthusiasm about God's work
in the Brethren in Christ Church in
Japan. With joy he noted the formation
of the J a p a n Brethren in Christ Church
as a united body. We were challenged by
the example of the Japanese pastors,
most of whom left secure, secular positions to enter the ministry. We learned
of the maturity of the Japanese church
and their eagerness to join in the task of
missions.
Louis Cober reminded us of the beginning of Brethren in Christ Missions in
Africa. We heard story u p o n story of
God's blessings u p o n the ministries of
Brethren in Christ missionaries and Zambian and Zimbabwean church leaders—
stories of new, renewed, and deepened
commitments to Christ; of release f r o m
the bondage of demons; of leaders with
vision; and of the training of new, young
leaders.
Rita Williams, mission leader at Pilgrim Chapel, Brooklyn, N.Y., helped us
to see the possibilities of missions involvement in the missions-minded
church. She encouraged us to share
Jesus in our communities, to realize the
importance of prayer meetings, and to
stir missions enthusiasm with missions
conferences.

The convention featured three excellent speakers. The first, Roy Sider,
Secretary of Overseas Ministries for
Brethren in Christ Missions, answered
the question: Why Brethren in Christ
Missions? Above all, began Rev. Sider,
Brethren in Christ Missions exists because the task of missions is not completed. Many will be lost without hope if
we don't take the gospel to them. He led
f r o m this point into an explanation of
the reasons for a mission with Brethren
in Christ distinctives.
These reasons are five-fold. First,
Brethren in Christ Missions exists due
to the lordship of Jesus Christ. We must
be intrinsically involved in missions work
because it is the c o m m a n d of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Second, it exists because of
the heritage of the Brethren in Christ
Church. The history of our church is the
story of people seeking to proclaim the
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mmissi on
by Phil Byers
love of God in Christ. Third, blessings
flow to a missionary-minded church.
Promotion of missions will result in the
growth of all aspects of the church.
Fourth, Missions is an integral part of
our understanding of the church. We as
international congregations need each
other to complement each other. Brethren in Christ Missions provides for prophetic/visionary function while at the
same time being accountable to the
church family. And fifth, Brethren in
Christ Missions acts as a responsible
steward of the church's finances. A
greater percentage of each dollar given
to Brethren in Christ Missions goes into
its programs than that of most mission
organizations.
The second speaker, D r . S a m u e l
W o l g e m u t h , t o o k us o n a j o u r n e y
through the Bible, helping us discover
the biblical basis for missions. Dr. Wol-

gemuth emphasized that it is in the very
being and character of God that the
groundwork for the missionary enterprise is to be found. It is the glory of God
designed for the welfare of humanity
that makes missions essential A d a m
and Eve's fall did not completely destroy
God's image in us. Mankind is still
redeemable.
The Old Testament, Dr. Wolgemuth
explained, does not "contain" missions;
it is the story of missions in the world.
The Old Testament begins with the
Abrahamic covenant which, as a missions covenant, was passed on to us as
its heirs. Wolgemuth described the New
Testament as theology in motion, reminding us that the churches that were
recipients of the epistles were "missions
churches."
Stating some amazing facts about the
h u m a n body, Dr. Wolgemuth expressed
the significance of the church as the
literal body of Christ with Christ as its
head. As such we see God in each other
as the members of his body and we participate in the restoration of the universe
to the image of God. This restoration is
the mission of the church.
Putting the capstone on the conference was Dr. Thomas Hermiz, bringing
the final message, "A Call to Commitment." His three points brought the
members of the convention to a point of
decision. These points were: God is calling; it is harvest time; and it is time to
reach the unreached.
Dr. Hermiz urged us to bring ourselves to the place where we will hear
and recognize God's call. We are in the
initial stages of a tremendous harvest.
We were encouraged and challenged by
the realization that Christians today
have the capacity to accomplish the
Great Commission. D o we, however,
have the commitment? God is preparing
our world for this final great missionary
thrust. We need to accept the challenge
and concentrate on taking the gospel to
the two and a half million people who
are without a witness for Christ.
Each morning of the convention began
with prayer. The first meeting packed
the small r o o m to the point that Friday's
prayer time was moved to the main
sanctuary. Led by R h o d a Winger, we
prayed in small groups for the convention and the needs of the world.
Twelve workshops covering topics of
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missions involvement, education, and
issues were held during two time periods. These provided specialized insight,
advice, suggestions, and challenges for
convention members.
One large r o o m at the Grantham
church was designated for displays.
These displays featured various aspects
of missions and other Brethren in Christ
ministries, helping us visualize the work
being accomplished.
Special programs for youth and children were an important part of the convention. Three workshops were specially
focused for youth. A Thursday evening
gathering of youth and missionaries
provided an opportunity to simulate
what a missionary experiences when
entering a foreign culture. The game
enabled players to realize some of the
barriers that exist in cross-cultural evangelism and the necessity of a servant
spirit in order to make God's love
known to others.
A choir of about 20 youth and young
adults, directed by Bruce Gerlach, provided a beautiful and inspiring ministry
in two of the sessions.
Of greatest importance at any missions conference are the changes in the
lives of those attending. The final message brought by Dr. Hermiz, was concluded with a recognition of those who
had made or wanted to make commitments of their lives to the lordship of
Christ—specifically to the cause of missions. Dr. Hermiz called to the altar
three groups of people: those who had
already committed themselves to serve
the Lord as missionaries and, though
not assigned, were preparing for service;
those who, while unsure of their call,
were willing to serve as missionaries;
and those who for the first time wanted
to commit their lives to Christ fully for
his service. Twenty to thirty people—
mostly young and some older people—
responded to this invitation. This response is a challenge to the Brethren in
Christ Church. We must join these people in their commitments and provide
the necessary vision, prayer, support,
and resources to use them in the mission
work of the church. May the message of
this missions convention ring throughout our church family and urge us on to
new heights of commitment to Christ's
global cause of missions.
•
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The baseball team from the Wakaba
Church—a unique means of evangelism.

Rev. Suzuki
and the
Wakaba
Church
A REPORT AND
A TESTIMONY
by Rev. Eiji Suzuki

Rev. Suzuki shares this
testimony
and report to inform the North American church of the work of evangelism
taking place in one of the Japanese
Brethren
in Christ churches.
Rev.
Suzuki attended the International Brethren in Christ Fellowship and the Mennonite
World Conference,
both in
France in July, and will be visiting
Pennsylvania churches in August.
I was baptized by an American missionary in 1964, when I was a 22-yearold university student. Before I became
a Christian I attended church, but my
main purpose was to learn about Western culture, concepts, and ways of life. I
didn't have any interest in the Bible at
all. Gradually I began studying the
Bible. I wanted to k n o w the God of the
Bible. Although I studied diligently, I
was still unsatisfied and restless. Then
one day I earnestly prayed before the
Lord, and I clearly saw my sins. In tears
of repentance, I wrote down on paper

my many sins before the Lord. Today, I
know the power of the cross. I know
Jesus died for my sins and is my Savior.
I rejoice in his power to redeem and
count it a joy to be a minister of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
Less than one percent of Japan's
population is Christian. Seeing the great
need for evangelism, I started the Wakaba Church in our home five years ago.
We needed to build a second floor on
our house to make a study r o o m for our
three children, but by faith we decided
to make it a church instead. My wife
audited courses at Tokyo Biblical Seminary (T.B.S.) for three and a half years.
After she finished her studies—though I
thought I was too old to study—I went
for training at the seminary as a full-time
student, graduating in March 1984.
The church I pastor is a small pioneer
church of about 10 adults and 35 children. To help support my work as pastor, I have a j o b as a truck driver Monday through Friday. The church build-

Rev. Suzuki with
his family at his graduation from Tokyo
Biblical Seminary.

ing is still the second story of our home.
Our house/church is located in Tachikawa City, a suburb about one hour f r o m
central Tokyo, in which the many houses
are interspersed with cultivated fields.
As a means of community outreach,
we have an English conversation class
which is held weekly. J o h n Moody, a
Brethren in Christ Missions Voluntary
Service worker and a dedicated Christian, is the T E S L (teaching English as a
second language) teacher f o r these
classes. We are praying that the students
will come to know and receive Jesus as
their own Savior through this means of
study. Some of the high school and college students involved in these English
classes are growing spiritually. We are
also glad that housewives in our neighb o r h o o d sometimes a t t e n d worship
services.
Baseball has proved to be an effective
method of evangelism for the Wakaba
church. We have a 19-member Sunday
school baseball team which, almost every
Saturday and Sunday afternoon, plays
baseball with another church. With trumpets, clarinets, drums, and cheers all
added to the game, excitement abounds.
But the most meaningful and valuable
part of each game is having the opportunity to preach the gospel. All who
come (including the parents) sit on the
grass before the game begins, and we
preach f r o m the Bible and sing hymns. I
believe that this is a good atmosphere
for the players' parents to hear the gospel. We pray they will come to believe in
Christ as Savior. We hold both summer
and spring baseball camps. Through all
this, we are building a good foundation
for the future of our church.
18
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the contemporary scene
NFD says more stores
getting porn off the shelf

Brazilian farmer holds full ears of corn
from this year's harvest. His village, with
M C C help, built a dam to provide water
for village farming. With this year's rains,
the dam is full and nearby crops were
irrigated.

After five years,
there's enough rain
for a harvest
R a i n s h a v e c o m e in s o m e a r e a s of
n o r t h e a s t e r n Brazil, finally bringing
green fields w h e r e the l a n d s c a p e has
b e e n b r o w n d u e t o d r o u g h t f o r five
years.

T U P E L O , Miss. ( E P ) — T h e N a t i o n a l
Federation for Decency says efforts aimed at
getting stores to stop selling anti-Christian
p o r n o magazines are paying off. Donald E.
Wildmon, who heads the organization, says
that several national chains and local outlets
have pulled magazines such as Playboy,
Penthouse, Hustler, etc. Wildmon said organizations such as Religious Roundtable,
local c h a p t e r s of Citizens f o r Decency
T h r o u g h Law, and other local groups have
been responsible for many stores pulling the
magazines.
"The tide is changing. People are beginning to speak out, get involved and boycott
stores selling porn," Wildmon said. "Also,
the magazines have become so filthy that
even those owners with any morals at all
don't want to be associated with the filth."
He also said that the publishers are having a
harder time getting companies to advertise in
the magazines.
The United Methodist minister said that
7-Eleven, the largest retailer of anti-Christian
p o r n o magazines in America, has refused to
pull them, saying that the magazines bring in
t o o much money. Wildmon says he met with
7-Eleven officials three times asking them to
remove the magazines, but was rebuffed

At the annual convention of the Christian
Holiness Association, held earlier this year in
Indianapolis, Ind., the following resolution
on pornography and obscenity was adopted.
The Visitor reprints it for your information
and for possible action.

F o r t h e p r e s e n t s e a s o n M C C e r s rejoice with those w h o are seeing a harvest. In e a r l y F e b r u a r y M C C e r s h a d dist r i b u t e d c o r n a n d b e a n seed t o o v e r
1,200 f a r m i n g f a m i l i e s in t h e d r o u g h t s t r i c k e n r e g i o n . In M a y , w o r k e r D a v i d
B r u b a k e r f r o m L a n c a s t e r , P a . , visited
the two areas where he h a d helped with
seed d i s t r i b u t i o n .

W H E R E A S the seven billon dollar pornographic industry in North America is
growing to epidemic proportions and invades
every segment of society; and
W H E R E A S the lifestyle propagated by
the pornographic industry is contrary to
holy living as taught in the Scriptures and
militates against a wholesome lifestyle of
righteousness and decency; and
W H E R E A S family, church and c o m m u nity values are being seriously undermined;
and
W H E R E A S the Supreme Court in 1973
reaffirmed the right of the community to
protect its standards, and
W H E R E A S the degenerating standards
of American culture have resulted in increasing teenage pregnancies, child prostitution,
sexual assaults upon women and girls, and
the demeaning of persons; therefore be it
R E S O L V E D that the Christian Holiness
Association urge all its constituents to sup-
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Two days full of obscenity,
pornography and indecency
C I N C I N N A T I ( E P ) — M o r e than 1,500
t o p officials of nearly 100 denominations
have been invited to attend a national Consultation on P o r n o g r a p h y , Obscenity and
Indecency in Cincinnati, Sept. 6-7. It will be
the largest meeting of its kind ever held in the
United States.
The purpose of the consultation is threefold: to unite the Christian community in
studying the destructive influences and serious consequences of the growing presence of
obscenity, pornography and indecency in
our country; to examine our federal, state,
and local laws particularly in light of the
First Amendment; and to begin the process
of each denomination and group in determining a strategy to combat the problem
individually and collectively. The invitation
was issued by top executives or leaders in
nineteen denominations. F o u r national prodecency groups are part of the Consultation:
Morality in Media, Citizens for Decency
Through Law, National Christian Association, and National Federation for Decency.

CHA resolution on pornography

M a n y f a r m e r s in n o r t h e a s t e r n Brazil
were able to plant and harvest good
crops, although others reportedly were
u n a b l e to o b t a i n credit f o r seeds a n d
f e r t i l i z e r . A f e w a r e a s d i d n o t receive
r a i n f a l l a n d s o t h e s i t u a t i o n is still p r e c a r i o u s in m u c h of t h e N o r t h e a s t .

H e reported, "It was a j o y o u s exper i e n c e t o see t h e d e s e r t c l o t h e d in l u s h
s h a d e s of g r e e n . In m o s t a r e a s t h e r a i n s ,
a l t h o u g h late, have been plentiful a n d
regular. S o m e farmers had already harv e s t e d a n d r e p l a n t e d b e a n s as t h e r a i n y
w e a t h e r c o n t i n u e d . T h e c o r n w a s tall
a n d in t a s s l e , t h e p e o p l e a n i m a t e d a n d
grateful. T h a n k s so m u c h for your prayers f o r r a i n . T h e s e p e o p l e will n o t g o
h u n g r y again this year."
•

each time. He said the N F D is planning to
picket 7-Eleven stores on August 6 and
already have targeted stores in more than
100 cities to be picketed.

port such organizations as the National
Consultation on P o r n o g r a p h y , Inc. and its
affiliated agencies that oppose all f o r m s of
pornography and indecency, and be it further
R E S O L V E D that concerned churches
everywhere unite in boycotting the companies that p r o m o t e their products by sponsoring indecent p r o g r a m s on commercial television programs; and be it further
R E S O L V E D that we go on record calling for a special awareness Sunday in all
churches of our constituency, and that each
church denomination be urged to issue a
"call to National Righteousness"; and be it
further
R E S O L V E D that we encourage congregations to become involved in a plan of
action in their own communities as well as
using their voice as a positive influence for
the media and law; and finally, be it
R E S O L V E D that we write the President
of the United States:
1. Asking him to make a public announcement that enforcement of the Federal obscenity laws is a matter of importance to him.
2. Requesting him to order the Justice
D e p a r t m e n t to enforce the obscenity laws
which are now on the books.
3. Pledging him our prayers and support
in this effort.
•
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One part
doing its work
By Ruth Anderson as presented to the
Ontario Brethren in Christ
Church
women on October 25, 1983.
Ephesians 4:16: " From him [Christ]
the whole body, joined and held together
by every supporting ligament, grows
and builds itself up in love, as each part
does its work."
Women's Ministries is a ministry of
the local church, specializing in meeting
the needs of women in our church and in
our community.
Robbin was searching for answers in
her life. She was very interested in the
Bible, but wished she knew more about
it. When a neighbor invited her to a
Bible study, Robbin jumped at the
chance. Robbin was eager to learn about
God and his Word, the Bible. After
attending the Bible study for a number
of months, she committed her life to
God. As Robbin grew spiritually, God
spoke to her of her need to worship with
other believers on Sunday. She walked
nervously into her first worship service,
but her fears were soon dispelled by the
warm welcome of the ushers. Some even
called her by name. Her new friends
from Women's Ministries Bible study
greeted her lovingly. Robbin soon actively attended morning worship service
as well as Bible study. Robbin's newfound joy soon spread to her husband,
who gave his life to Christ a few months
later. Their family is now actively involved at the Chino Brethren in Christ
Church.
Carol was also invited by a neighbor
to attend a Women's Ministries Bible
study. She was hesitant at first in a new
Ruth Anderson is the wife of Pastor Herb
Anderson of the Chino (CA) congregation.
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situation, but that soon changed. Carol
enjoyed the Bible study, but she was
very impressed by the love she felt in this
group of women. She knew she was
accepted just as she was. Carol gave her
life to the Lord during a Bible study
class. Knowing that many of these loving women would be at a Sunday worship service, Carol decided to attend a
service. She also felt an immediate welcome there. Carol did not verbalize her
new faith at home, but her changed life
soon encouraged her husband and teenage son to find their way to the Lord.
Carol's family now has new life in Christ
and are active members at Chino.
These are two of many examples of
lives changed as a result of God working
through the Women's Ministries of the
Chino Brethren in Christ Church.

Women's Ministries is a ministry
of the local
church, specializing in meeting the
needs of women
in our church and
in our community.

Women's Ministries exists to glorify
God and meet the needs of people. It is
not a separate entity from the church.
Women's Ministries is as much a part of
the total ministry of the local church as
is the Sunday school, Youth Ministry,
etc. Women's Ministries needs to embrace and uphold the purpose and goals
of the total local church and make them
personalized to meet the needs of the
women to whom they wish to minister.
The purpose of Women's Ministries is
to provide inspiring and motivating
programs and warm fellowship in order
to challenge and educate the woman of
today. She, in turn, will be a true fulfillment of God's love in her home, in her
community, and in her realm of sharing
around the world.
At the Chino Brethren in Christ
Church, Women's Ministries is a vital,
growing ministry. We have an increasing number of families (wives, husbands, and children) who are becoming
a part of our church as a direct result of
Women's Ministries. We are seeing lives
changed as women turn their lives over
to the power of Christ's love. The love
and acceptance that they experience in
our Women's Ministries are being passed
on to husbands and children. Many
homes are being made stronger and
happier because of the working of the
Holy Spirit through our women.
If a local church wishes to glorify God
by meeting the needs of the women in its
community, how should it start? I would
like to give the following steps as guidelines for starting a Women's Ministries:
Step One: Spend time in prayer.
Glorifying God needs to be our number
one priority. If God is not working in
Evangelical
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Women's Ministries, it becomes just
another program.
Step Two: Form a nucleus of three to
seven women who are committed to the
purpose of Women's Ministries (namely,
to glorify God by meeting the needs of
women in our church and our community). From that nucleus you will organize, glean ideas, gather information,
decide policies, form programs, and
organize volunteers. One woman with
leadership abilities should take the position of the director of Women's Ministries. This leader must have an open
heart and a willing mind. She should see
herself as a builder of women. The director's responsibility is not to straighten
out her women, but rather to love them
and help them discover their areas of
strengths and gifts. She needs to accept
them as they are so God can free them to
become all they can be. Matthew 20:2528 shows the example of a servant
leader. A leader must be willing to give
of herself in service to others. A director
of Women's Ministries needs to be a
woman of vision. By faith, she sees the
potential of a specialized ministry to
women. She needs to be a thinking,
praying, reaching out woman, surrendered to the Holy Spirit. She should be
able to motivate a nucleus of women so
they will be ready and willing to work.
Step Three: Determine the needs of
the women in your church and in your
community. Do not limit yourself to the
needs of the women of the church.
Determine the needs of the unchurched
women of your community: homemakers, career women, single, divorced, and
married women.
All women need to know that they are
created special and that God loves them
just as they are. All have individualized
needs. Some ways you can determine
needs are: circulate questionnaires (these
may be passed around at any social
event); talk to your YWCA, schools,
PTA, community organizations; talk to
your pastor and administrative boards;
talk to women all over your community,
wherever you meet them.
If you plan programs that don't meet
the needs of the people to whom you
want to minister, your planning and
preparation will be in vain.
Step Four: Establish goals. Once you
have an idea of what the needs are, you
can begin planning to meet those needs.
Where do you want to go with Women's
Ministries and what do you hope to
accomplish?
August
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I'm excited about
the possibility of
seeing a women's
ministry beginning in every
Brethren in Christ
Church
internationally.

At the Chino Brethren in Christ
Church Women's Ministries, some of
our long-range objectives are:
1. To give every woman in Chino an
opportunity to make a commitment
of her life to Jesus Christ.
2. To help women to function more
effectively in their daily lives.
3. To help women develop a good selfimage which will also affect every
other relationship in their lives.
4. To be concerned with the whole
person (physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual).
5. To learn how to meet people where
they are, accepting them as individuals to be loved, no matter where
they have been. (Alcoholics, prisoners, etc.).
6. To give resources for strengthening
marriage relationships.
7. To help each woman become all
that God wants her to be.

6. Assist and encourage other churches
to begin a ministry to women in
their communities.
7. Spend time in prayer weekly with
the leadership team for Women's
Ministries.
Goals are important. If you aim at
nothing, you will hit it every time.
Women without goals or dreams are
generally bored or depressed women.
Step Five: Select a theme. At the
Chino Brethren in Christ Church, our
Women's Ministries' overall theme is
"Women Who Care." A brand new
Women's Ministries at the Clarence
Center, New York, church (which the
Chino church's Women's Ministries was
instrumental in inspiring) has adopted
" W. O. W." as their theme, an acrostic for
"Women of Worth." A yearly theme
also provides continuity. Some examples are: "We Need Each Other," "Grow
and Glow," "Climb Your Mountain,"
"Living on the Growing Edge," or "Discover Your Design."

To reach these long-term objectives,
we must have short-term goals. Some of
these are:

Step Six: Keeping in mind the determined needs and your planned goals,
plan a year's program in calendar form.
(Keep a copy of the church calendar
handy so as not to conflict with other
activities.) Get ideas f r o m various
sources such as other Women's Ministries, newspapers, retreats, conventions,
books, and bookstores. A sample of a
yearly plan might be:
January—Kick off Luncheon to promote a new Bible Study and provide
fellowship. Start Bible Study second
week in January.
May—Fellowship Brunch with good
speaker and singing group.
September—Kick off Breakfast to
promote new morning Bible Study.
Autumn home and garden tour (outreach program).
December—Fellowship Christmas
luncheon with speaker.

1. Organize an autumn home and
garden tour specifically designed
for outreach.
2. Offer weekly Bible study classes,
both morning and evening, with a
practical daily living emphasis.
3. Develop a lay ministry of caring
concern for women with women as
lay ministers (a visitation and follow-up program).
4. Offer yearly marriage enrichment
weekend retreats.
5. Organize an S.O.S. (Sisters of Support) ministry to help in times of
crisis.

Step Seven: Prepare for the first function. Make it a real motivator. Keep in
mind:
• Publicity. Get plenty of early publicity. Church bulletins, pulpit announcements, local newspaper ads, posters, telephone committees.
• Plan ahead. Do not overlook small
details. Delegate.
• Provide follow-up cards for women
to write their name, addresses, and
phone numbers.
• Provide nursery care.
• Arrange for a hospitality commit21

tee or a hostess team to actively greet,
introduce, say goodbye, and extend a
return invitation.
P l a n n i n g y o u r first event will t a k e a
lot of h a r d w o r k a n d p r a y e r , but it will
be o n e of the m o s t r e w a r d i n g experiences you've ever h a d .

Step Eight: Critique your event. How
could it have been improved? If one
thing doesn't work, try something different. Don't be afraid of failure. God
might simply tell you to try a new way.
Learn f r o m your mistakes.
Step Nine: Consider your possibilities. Once you begin to glorify God by
meeting the needs of people, the possibilities are endless.
Some of the ways you might consider
for reaching out to your community and
nurturing the women in your church
are:
1. Bible Studies. At Chino, we have
f o u n d ongoing studies to be the next
natural step after an outreach program.
Many non-churched women will come
to an outreach program if it is fairly low
key and non-threatening. This gives
them an opportunity to come to your
church, and feel accepted. The followup Bible studies will give the nonchurched w o m a n an opportunity to
know and understand God and to commit her life to him.
2. "Slender for Life" or "Free to Be
Thin" groups will reach a group of
women with a specialized interest.
3. Outreach programs such as fashion
shows, h o m e and garden tours, seminars that give your personal appearance
a lift, or programs featuring a wellk n o w n speaker can bring in people who
might otherwise never come to a church.
4. If you find you have many professional or executive women in your community, you might consider a Women in
Management Support G r o u p meeting
once a month.

5. Crisis counselling centers.
Regardless of what type of program
you provide to meet the needs of hurting
women in your church and in your
community, the key is personal contact.
Reaching out to your friends, neighbors, and relatives, or the people you
have regular contact with in your life
will bring the biggest results.
These are some of the steps that the
Chino Brethren in Christ Church Women's Ministries feel are essential to beginning a Women's Ministries in a local
church.
Personally, I am excited about the
possibility of seeing a Women's Ministries beginning in every Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h internationally. I see
women all over the world finding new
life in Jesus Christ, and sharing it with
their husbands and children. I feel that
the women often set the mood for the
church, as they do in the home. If each
of our Brethren in Christ churches would
be filled with families where the women
are aware of their potential in Christ
Jesus, we would have a freedom as never
before to do the work that God has
called us to do.
Once again I refer to Ephesians 4:16.
The phrase, "as each part does its work"
is important. The Women's Ministries
needs every other ministry of the church
to continue in the same spirit. The
Women's Ministries needs the ushers to
be at their warmest when new women
come to the church services for the first
time. The Christian athletic teams need
to be encouraging to the husbands or
sons of the new women and invite these
men to be a part of the team. And on
and on . . . Women's Ministries is one
ministry of the local church as it works
together to reach out with the good news
of Jesus. I a m excited to be a part of this
ministry and pray that God will continue to enlarge my vision for one of the
"supporting ligaments."
•

If each of our Brethren in Christ churches
would be filled with families where the
women were aware of their potential in
Jesus Christ, we would have a freedom as
never before to do the work God has called
us to do.

1984 Quiz
playoffs at
General
Conference
by Mark S. Hess
Seven Bible quiz teams f r o m Canada
and the United States came together at
Messiah College during the Brethren in
Christ General Conference to participate in a round robin tournament. The
top five teams then participated in a
double elimination tournament to determine the champion team. Special recognition was also given to the runner-up
team, the outstanding quizzer as selected
by all the quizzers in the tournament,
and the top scoring quizzer.
On Monday, July 2, simultaneous
round robin quizzes were conducted in
two rooms of Kline Hall of Science. The
enthusiasm and excitement of good
competitive quizzing was displayed by
the quizzers. For example, the Lancaster and Stayner teams were involved in a
see-saw contest with the final outcome
not determined until the last question,
when Stayner won by a score of 140 to
120.
Pilgrim Chapel and Pequea put on a
beautiful, cliff-hanger type quiz. Pequea
moved ahead at the beginning of the
quiz, then Pilgrim Chapel went on a
scoring surge to go ahead in the score.
Then Pequea managed to stay close and
won the quiz on the 20th question—a
joy for the winners and a disappointment for the losefs, but, most importantly, an excellent display of Christian
conduct and sportsmanship.
Round robin quizzing continued on
Tuesday, July 3. Highland won a close
quiz over Lancaster by a score of 150 to
130. Pilgrim Chapel and Mechanicsburg had the high scores of the day, 260
points and 240 points respectively. Lancaster scored a surprise win over Pequea.
This was Lancaster's first win and
Pequea's first loss in the round robin
tournament.

Mark Hess, Lancaster, Pa., is General
Conference quizmaster for the Brethren in
Christ Church.
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Pilgrim Chapel (left) and Pequea in the
championship quiz Wednesday evening.

Wednesday, July 4, quizzing continued with excellent contests as the double
elimination playoffs began. Cedar Grove
won over Stayner by a score of 260 to
60. Pilgrim Chapel and Mechanicsburg
had an outstanding quiz. The final score
was 200 to 140. Pilgrim Chapel benefited from the 40 point bonus with four
quizzers getting answers. Cedar Grove
and Pequea proved to be an exciting
contest and, except for the fact that
Pequea had earned the 40 point bonus,
the score would have been tied after the
20th question. The final score: Pequea
200 and Cedar Grove 160.
Mechanicsburg and Pequea hooked
up in the crucial quiz to determine who
would be Pilgrim Chapel's opponent in
the finals. Early in the quiz Mechanicsburg was leading by a score of 80 to 40.
By scoring error points and answering
regular questions, Pequea tied the score
at 80 points on the 13th question. From
then till the end of the quiz, neither team
lead by more than ten points as point
deductions and bonus questions determined the score, so that after the 19th
question Mechanicsburg led by a score
of 100 to 90. Mike Harnish of the Pequea team got the j u m p and answered
the 20th question, giving a final score of
110 to 100.

The championship quiz was held Wednesday evening in Brubaker Auditorium. The college score board was used
to keep the audience informed of the
names of the individuals in the lineup
and the number of jump questions as
well as team fouls.
The Pilgrim Chapel team, which had
lost two quizzes on Monday in the
round robins, had regained their usual
championship strength for the final quiz.
Early in the contest the score was close.
However, as Pilgrim Chapel increased
their lead, Pequea in a desperate attempt
to score committed too many errors and
lost the points they had earned.
In the awards ceremony following the
final quiz, a $50 scholarship to Messiah

College was given by President D. Ray
Hostetter to the high scorer of each team
and to all team members of the runnerup and championship teams. The high
scorer of the round robin quizzing,
Mike Harnish of Pequea, was presented
a leather-bound Bible by Elwyn Hock,
general manager of Christian Light Bookstores.
T r o p h i e s were presented to the
championship team—Pilgrim Chapel,
the runner-up team—Pequea, and to
Sheldon Miller of Pilgrim Chapel, who
was selected by fellow quizzers as the
outstanding quizzer for 1984.
We congratulate all the quizzers who
participated in this year's Bible quizzing.
The study of the Word of God, the fellowship with other quizzers, and learning to do your best in winning or losing
are the real values of quizzing.
As I reflect on Bible quizzing, my
greatest satisfaction comes in the fact
that long after the luster of the trophies
has faded, the spiritual gems that now
become part of the development of the
character of these young people will
continue in their lives and in the extension of the Kingdom of God.
Plan now to participate in the 1984-85
quizzing, which will be based on the
Gospel of John, using the New International Version.
•

Mark Hess, quizmaster, presents
the winner's trophy to the Pilgrim
Chapel team from Brooklyn, New
York.
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Why we support
Cooperative Ministries and Mission
"When offerings are given and distributed proportionately, I believe the
result is a genuine expression of brotherhood." (Brethren in Christ pastor)

The 1985 CM&M leadership says:
Central Conference
Allegheny C o n f e r e n c e
" T h e B r e t h r e n in Christ fill a
particular place in God's scheme
of things. T h e cooperation of
every m e m b e r is urgently needed t o discharge o u r duty with
faithfulness."

"Brethren in Christ ministries
seek to obey o u r Lord's commission and clearly follow t h e
N e w T e s t a m e n t pattern for t h e
church. T h e y are carried forw a r d by Spirit-called leaders
w h o serve with sacrifice and
dedication."
Rev. Henry N. Miller
Pastor, Fairview Church
Englewood, Ohio

feu. A. Graybill Brubaker
Pastor, Chambersburg Church
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

Midwest Conference
Atlantic Conference
"I am t h a n k f u l for the opportunity to support B r e t h r e n in
Christ ministries t h r o u g h Cooperative Ministries and Mission. This m e t h o d of f u n d i n g
allows me to give in support of
all t h e ministries of the church."
Mr. Donald J. Winters
Vice President-Auditor, Fulton National Bank
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Canadian Conference
" C o o p e r a t i v e M i n i s t r i e s and
Mission helps m e to become
involved in the total ministry of
t h e c h u r c h r a t h e r than choosing o n e agency (or more) and
making that my specialty. In
this w a y I can be m o r e effective
in prayer and giving."
Rev. Marlin K. Ressler
Pastor, Heise Hill Church
Gormley, Ontario

" A s a f o r m e r p a s t o r and a
f o r m e r administrator of the
Navajo Mission, I am aware of
t h e vital role t h e denomination
plays in the church's ongoing
program. Grass roots support
is absolutely essential for the
effectiveness, efficiency, and
outreach of the church."
Dr. Marion ]. Heisey, Assoc. Professor
Dept. of Counselor Education, University of New Mexico
Tijeras, New Mexico

Pacific Conference
"Ministering to all areas of need
is an i n t e g r a l p a r t of ' t r u e
b r o t h e r h o o d ' as t a u g h t by t h e
B r e t h r e n in Christ. T h e r e f o r e ,
any ministry sponsored by t h e
Brethren in Christ merits my
full attention and support."
Rev. Gordon D. Engle
Assoc. Pastor, Alia Loma Church
Alta Loma, California

"Christ's Family—Saved to Tell Others"
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church nerts
Atlantic Conference
Twelve persons were received into membership
recently by the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation.
• The Kid's Choir of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation presented the musical "Nathaniel the Grublet"
on a recent Sunday evening. Nelson Stiffy conducted the musical.
An informal time of getting acquainted with
pastoral staff and leaders was held by the Manor
congregation, Mountville, Pa., for new people
attending services. • Ric Marcelli, a student of
Messiah College, was installed by the Perkiomen
Valley congregation, Collegeville, Pa. Ric will
serve as student pastor.
The Shenks congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
accepted nine persons into fellowship recently. • A
musical, "Kid's Praise," was presented by the Sunday school children of the Stowe congregation,
Pa.

Allegheny Conference
The Antrim congregation, Greencastle, Pa.,
held a note-burning service on Sunday, June 17,
celebrating the completion of payment on their
church building. • "Encouragement Cards" are
used by the adult department of the Carlisle, Pa.,
congregation. Each Sunday cards are written by
members of the class and mailed by a designated
person.
The Clear Creek, Everett; Martinsburg; and
Spring Hope congregations in Pennsylvania en-
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joyed a bus trip together to the Paxton Street
Home, Messiah Village, and Messiah College. •
As a missions project, the women of the Marsh
Creek congregation, Howard, Pa., are making a
quilt to be auctioned. Blocks were given to 35
churches of the community on which a sketch of
their building was to be embroidered.
The West Shore congregation, Enola, Pa.,
reports that Rob Patterson has become their
youth minister. Rob, a graduate of Messiah College, is from the Clear Creek congregation.

Canadian Conference
Recent guests of the Bridlewood congregation,
Agincourt, Ont., were Mr. and Mrs. Allan Wideman, who are serving with Wycliffe Translators in
Papua, New Guinea. • Clara Leedom shared with
the Fordwich, Ont., congregation, in an evening
service, telling about her 20 years in Nassau.
Five persons were recently received into fellowship by the Houghton congregation, Langton,
Ont. Four people were baptized in the same service. • The Rosebank congregation, Petersburg,
Ont., installed J o h n Walker as assistant pastor. A
grocery shower was held for the Walkers.
Dr. Frank Wellington, one of Canada's outstanding Sunday school evangelists, was the
speaker for the Sherkston, Ont., congregation. He
shared with the children and youth in the morning
and shared in a family service in the evening. • The
Springvalecongregation, Hagersville, Ont., hosted
the Canadian Conference quiz playoffs. Teams
participating were: Riverside, Springvale, Stayner,
and Wainfleet. Stayner won with Wainfleet being
second.
A covered dish social was held by the Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont. The dinner
was held for their pastoral family, the Phil Keefers,
following Rev. Keefer's farewell sermon.

October 25 - 28, 1984
Toledo (Perrysburg), Ohio
For further information and registration
w r i t e or call

form

MENNONITE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES

400 - 280 Smith Street
W i n n i p e g . Canada, R3C 1K2
(204) 944-1995
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Midwest Conference
The children of the Abilene, Ks., congregation
raised $367.30 in a "Bike-a-Thon" preceding their
vacation Bible school. The funds went to a project
for the Navajo Mission. During Bible school, the
children brought offerings of food items which
went to the local community food pantry.
Eight persons were recently baptized by the
Oklahoma City congregation, Oh. • Ron and
Kerry Bowell are scheduled to accept pastoral
responsibilities of the Zion congregation, Abilene,
Ks.

Pacific Conference
The Alta Loma, Ca., congregation installed
Rev. Robert and Barbara Hempy as their senior
pastor on Sunday, June 10. • A special musical
program entitled "The Hymnal: Our Heritage"
was presented to the Upland, Ca., congregation on
Sunday morning, June 3. The congregation's
chancel choir presented a collection of early
hymns and spiritual songs of American Christianity.

For T h e R e c o r d . . .
Births

Central Conference

T o bring p e a c e to disputing Christians, and to help
in financial a n d m a n a g e m e n t d i f f i c u l t y , is a f o r midable challenge. Join business and professional
p e r s o n s f r o m C a n a d a a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s in c o n sidering
this
topic
through
presentations,
workshops and seminars.

and Larry R. Steffee. They represented the Nazarene, Evangelical Mennonite, and Brethren in
Christ churches, all of which have been involved
with the congregation since 1934.
Funds f r o m the ladies' projects were used to
purchase drapes for the Rolling Acres congregation, Tn.

A special youth concert was held at the Amherst
congregation by Bob DeDea. Mr. DeDea, a graduate of Messiah College, recently formed the
Christian Programs for Growth Corp. • Russell
Stendol, missionary to Colombia, South America,
shared recently with the Ashland, Oh., congregation about his recent capture and release by
guerrillas.
The Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mi., reports
holding a two-week gospel tent meeting in June.
The pastor, Rev. Bedsaul Agee, served as the
evangelist. • Bob and Emma Fillers were consecrated as the new deacon couple by the Dayton,
Oh., congregation during a Sunday morning service in June.
Pomeroy Chapel, Smithville, Tn., celebrated its
fiftieth year as a congregation on June 3, 1984.
Many former pastors and leaders, or their representatives, attended this special event and participated in the anniversary program. A noon fellowship dinner was also held. Speakers included Edna
Amstutz Laprad, Bertha Oyer, Marion Stauffer,
Melvin Billings, Ernest Dohner, Howard Tannahill, Billy Tisdale, Charles Ankney, Danny Parker,

Apfel: Jesica Jean, June 5; Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Apfel, Alta Loma congregation, Ca.
Barnes: Carolyn Anne, May 15; J o e and Laurie
Barnes, Upland congregation, Ca.
Benner: Sandy Louis, April 28; Glen and
Marilyn Benner, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Bundenthal: Ryan Graham, May 15; David
and D o n n a Bundenthal, Highland congregation,
Oh.
Caufman: Kristen Lee, May 26; Leroy and
Debbie Caufman, New Guilford congregation,
Pa.
Clever: Stephanie Renee, April 30; Larry and
Patricia Clever, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Cook: Kristen Renae, May 25; Mickey and
Lanise Cook, Abilene congregation, Ks.
Fashho: Peter, May 25; David and Mona
Fashho, Beulah Chapel congregation, Oh.
Flagg: Robby Randall, May 9; Randy and
Penny Flagg, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Hawbaker: Riley John, June 8; Perry and Joy
(Keller) Hawbaker, Dallas Center congregation,
la.
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Hess: Jill Elizabeth, May 17; Jim and Joan
Hess, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Sentz: Tiffany Danae, May 31; Robert and
Eileen Sentz, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.

with Rev. Bedsaul Agee and Rev. Mervin Potteiger officiating.

Lake: Adam Christopher, April 23; Gary and
Lorna Lake, Skyline View congregation. Pa.

Whitworth: James Ronald, March 31, 1979,
and Sharon Trenice, March 6, 1981; chosen by
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Whitworth, Rolling Acres congregation, Tn.

Quinn-Wideman: Joan, daughter of Mrs. Dorothy Wideman, Gormley, Ont., and Rick Quinn,
Mississauga, Ont., May 12 in the Heise Hill
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Marlin
Ressler officiating.

Messick: Carrie Beth. May 14; Dean and Jean
Messick, Elizabethtown congregation. Pa.
Miller: Christina Elizabeth, May 6; Bill and
Jean Miller, Highland congregation, Oh.

Yeomans: Jaclyn Leah, May 17; Richard and
Mary Ann Yeomans, Heise Hill congregation,
Ont.

Miller: Derick James, May 27; Bobby and
Treasa Miller, Bethel (Merrill) congregation, Mi.

Weddings
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Alburger-Fox: Brenda Dee, daughter of Shirley and Paul Fox, and Michael Carl, son of Mr.
and Mrs. William Alburger, June 2 in the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
Kratz officiating.
Brubaker-Wilkins: Kathy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Alfred Wilkins, Orlando, Fl„ and John, son
of Rev. and Mrs. Milford Brubaker, Ickesburg,
Pa., June 2 in the Chambersburg Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Maurice Bender and
father of the groom officiating.
Fretz-Krikory: Patrice Krikory and Randall
Fretz, March 3 in the Souderton Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Sam Hollingsworth
officiating.
Groff-Logan: Michelle R., daughter of Sandra
Logan, Johnstown, Oh., and A1 Logan, Columbus, Oh., and Edward L., son of Clayton and Elsie
Groff, Conestoga, Pa., in the Church of Christ,
Croton, Oh., with Rev. A1 Holzbauer officiating.
Holsinger-Harris: Nancy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Nelson G. Harris, and Joe II, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Joe Holsinger, March 3 in the Souderton
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Sam Hollingsworth and Rev. Darrel Brubaker officiating.
Leas-Smith: Jean Marie, daughter of Dr. and
Mrs. Robert H. Smith and John Bruce Jr., son of
Mrs. Marjory Leas, May 5 in the Souderton
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Sam Hollingsworth officiating.
Lofthouse-Martin: Ann Marie, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. William Martin, Tillsonburg, Ont.,
and Gerald Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. Ray
Lofthouse, Courtland, Ont., May 12 in the Houghton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard
Chester and Rev. John R. Sider officiating.
Macham-McNabb: Laura May, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Don McNabb, and Thomas David,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Macham, May 26 in
the Presbyterian Church, Stayner, with Rev.
Adam Houston and Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating.
Meyers-Embly: Deborah, daughter of Mrs.
David Embly, Mercersburg, Pa., and Micah Meyers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Meyers, Greencastle, Pa., April 14 in the Montgomery Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. John Hawbaker and
Rev. Lome Lichty officiating.

Reaman-Mast: Sarah Mast, Wroxeter, Oh.,
and Lloyd Reaman, May 12 in the Fordwich
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jesse Bawel
and Rev. Kenneth Smith officiating.
Winger-Mast: Susan Mast, Wroxeter, Oh., and
Timothy Winger, Listowell, Ont., May 12 in the
Fordwich Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Jesse Bawel and Rev. Kenneth Smith officiating.
Witter-Kuehner: Carolyn Y., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Kuehner, and Steven L. Witter,
April 28 in the New Durham Chapel, Piscataway,
N. J., with Rev. David Sutter and Rev. Sam Hollingworth officiating.

Obituaries
Bencsik: Simon Bencsik, Souderton, Pa., born
Feb. 15, 1927, in Philadelphia, Pa., died Feb. 27,
1984. He is survived by his wife, Ida; a son, Rory;
and a daughter, Connie Respicio. He was a
member of the Souderton Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral service was conducted by
Rev. Sam Hollingsworth.
Book: Paul D. Book, born June 24, 1924, died
May 3, 1984. He was the son of Bishop and Mrs.
M. M. Book who preceded him in death. He was
married to Rachel Hoover who survives. Also
surviving are three sons: Kenneth, Glenn and
Lynn; three brothers: Eldon, Maynard and Ethan;
two sisters: Faithe Landis and Ethis Sheets; and
three grandchildren. He was a member of the Zion
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Fred Huston and
Rev. Jesse Dourte conducted the memorial service. Interment was in the Abilene Cemetery.
Brubaker: Ruth H. Brubaker, Elizabethtown,
Pa., born April 17, 1908, in East Donegal Twp.,
Pa., died March 23, 1984. She was married to
Samuel O Brubaker who survives. Also surviving
are a daughter, Sara B. Lenhart; a son, J o h n D.;
and four grandchildren. She was a member of the
Conoy Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Kenneth L.
Engle. Interment was in Crossroads Cemetery.
Fogelsonger: Mildred Fogelsonger, Buffalo,
NY., born Jan. 24, 1920, died May 27, 1984. She
was the daughter of Eugene and Ruth Fogelsonger. Surviving is one sister, Eleanor Fogelsonger. She was a member of the Clarence Center
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Ronald Lofthouse conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in Buffalo, NY.

Paisley-Hewis: Laurie Elizabeth, daughter of
Mrs. Helen Murray and William Hewis, Ajax,
Ont., and Kyle Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert F. Paisley, Ajax, Ont., May 18, in the
Bridlewood Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Leonard Chester and Lt. David Craddock officiating.

Heise: Anna Laura Heise, Hope, Ks., born
June 5, 1895, died June 7, 1984 in Hesperia, Ca.
She was married to Edgar C. Heise who survives.
Also surviving are 4 sons: Dr. Jesse L., Dr. Alvin
L., Willard and Loren; 14 grandchildren; 11 greatgrandchildren; and a sister, Rhoda Evans. A son,
Howard, preceded her in death. She was a member
of the Upland Brethren in Christ Church. Revs.
Robert Hempy and Alvin C. Burkholder conducted the funeral service. Entombment was in
Bellevue Mausoleum.

Potteiger-Kindy: Rhonda Joy, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. David Kindy, Midland, Mi., and Dwayne
Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs. Don Potteiger,
Roxbury, Pa., in the East Ashman Church of God

Kniesley: Harold L. Kniesley, Goshen, In.,
born Aug. 29, 1902, in West Milton, Oh., died
March 4, 1984. On Nov. 24, 1923 he married Mary
Alice Hoover who survives. Also surviving are 2
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daughters: Pauline Herr and Mildred Brubaker; a
son, Carl; 16 grandchildren; 2 step-grandchildren;
10 great-grandchildren; and a sister, Dorothy
Byers. He was a member of the Highland Brethren
in Christ Church where he served as deacon for 25
years. Rev. Gilbert Gomez conducted the funeral
service in the Highland Church.
Rickel: Fred Rickel, born Aug. 1, 1902, died
May 8, 1984. He is survived by his wife. AuRea;
and three children. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. Alvin Burkholder and Rev. Gordon D. Engle.
Shaw: Walter Shaw, Crystal Springs, Pa., born
Sept. 16, 1904, died April 12, 1984. He is survived
by 2 sons; 3 daughters; 24 grandchildren; and 16
great-grandchildren. He is also survived by a
brother; three sisters; and his stepmother. Rev.
Curtis E. Bryant conducted the funeral service.
Interment was in the Rock Hill Cemetery.
Shetter: Elizabeth E. Shetter, Abilene, Ks.,
born Dec. 11, 1891, died May 23, 1984. She was
married to Peter D. Shetter who preceded her in
death on Oct. 9, 1967. She is survived by 2 daughters: Florence Shetter and Fern Groff; 2 sons:
Warren and Lawrence; a sister, Emma Byer; 2
brothers: Samuel and Earl Lenhert; 17 grandchildren; and 23 great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Belle Springs Brethren in Christ
Church. A memorial service was conducted in the
Abilene Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Roger
Charman, Jesse Dourte and Charles Norman. A
second service was conducted in the BethEl Mennonite Church by Revs. Garland Whittington and
Carl Lewis. Interment was in Evergreen Cemetery,
Colorado Springs.
Swalm: Maggie Leah Steckley Swalm, Duntroon, Ont., March 6, 1895, died April 15, 1984.
She was the daughter of Bishop Peter and Sarah
Steckley. She was married to Ernest J. Swalm who
survives. Also surviving are three daughters: Lela
Hostetler, Jean, and Mildred Hawes; a son, Ray;
eight grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren. A granddaugher preceded her in death. She
was a member of the Stayner Brethren in Christ
Church where she taught Sunday school. The funeral service was conducted by Revs. Harvey Stickley, Dale Saw, Walter Kelly, and George Sheffer.
Interment was in the Stayner Cemetery.
Wigfield: Cecil B. Wigfield, Everett, Pa., born
Dec. 23, 1896, died March 31, 1984, in Pennknoll
Village, Everett. She was married to Curtis Wigfield who preceded her in death on Sept. 13, 1970.
She is survived by 8 children: Ralph, Marie Smith,
Gladys Steach, Rhecy, Kenneth. Vada Plessinger,
Maxine Rice, and Robert; a stepdaughter, Florence Bennett; 30 grandchildren; 43 great-grandchildren; 6 great-great-grandchildren; 2 stepgrandsons; and 2 sisters. She was preceded in death by
five brothers; three sisters; a son; and two grandchildren. She was a member of the Clear Creek
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Curtis E. Bryant
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in
the Everett Cemetery.
Wingerd: Ethel Grace Wingerd, born Dec. 4,
1906, in Shippensburg, Pa., died June 10, 1984 in
Upland, Ca. She was married to Reuben Wingerd
who preceded her in death in Jan., 1984. She is
survived by a son, Ray; 3 daughters: Eloise
Bender, Arlene Landis, and Dolly Powell; 12
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; a brother,
Samuel Bert; and 3 half-brothers. She was a
member of the Upland Brethren in Christ Church.
The funeral service was conducted by Revs. Bruce
Frinfrock, Robert Hempy, and Alvin C. Burkholder. Entombment was in Bellevue Mausoleum.
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Messiah
College
Students named to Dean's List
The following Brethren in Christ students at Messiah College were named to
the Dean's List for work completed during the spring semester of 1984. To qualify for the Dean's List, students must
earn at least a 3.6 grade point average
out of a perfect 4.0 for the semester.
Linda Barrett, Michael Book, Karen
Brubaker, Mindy Brubaker, R o b e r t
Felix, Mark Heise, Jeanne Hess, J o n
H o f f m a n , Karl Hostetler, J o h n Kreider,
Julia Lehman, Elizabeth Lenhert, Cheryl
Mann, Eric Mann, Crystal Meek, Lucinda Oswald, Robert Patterson, Thomas Prior, Richard Rinard, Cindy Robinson, Dwight Schwartz, Steven Sides,
Douglas Slaymaker, Georgia Steinbrecher, Marlene Strite, Felix Sung,
Sheryl Thomas, D e b o r a h Tidgwell,
Karen Ulery, Leslie Weiand, Kaye
Wolgemuth.
On summer tour
Cornerstone, the summer music ministry team from Messiah College, traveled to 12 Brethren in Christ churches
this summer as part of their 13,000 mile
tour. The group presented programs in
New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Indiana, Tennessee, Oklahoma,
Buckwalter: David Buckwalter, born May 29,
1936, in Columbiana, Oh., died June 18, 1984 in
Dayton, Oh. He was the son of Paul and Ressie
Buckwalter. On August 23, 1958, he married Loa
Lyons who survives. Also surviving are his mother;
son, Steven; daughter, Karen; two sisters; and a
brother. He accepted Christ at an early age and
was a member of the Brethren in Christ Church—
having pastored DeRossett, Pomeroy Chapel, and
Phoneton. The funeral service was conducted in
the Highland Brethren in Christ Church.
Tribute to David Buckwalter
I present this tribute to David Buckwalter both
on behalf of the Board of Bishops and out of my
own regard for David, for what he was and for
what he stood.
David was the youngest of four living children
born to Paul and Ressie Buckwalter. Together he
and his wife Loa served Christ and the church at
Shanesville, Ohio, at DeRossett and Pomeroy
Chapel, Tennessee, and at Phoneton, Ohio. The
last number of months David served as interim
pastor here at Highland Church where his ministry was deeply appreciated. David and Loa were
deeply loved in all of the pastorates he served. Also
David served for many years on the Central Conference Board of Extension, as treasurer for a
number of years, and was now at the time of his

Cornerstone (from I.): Anne Raab, Dan
Heebner, Andrea Heitmann, Karen Blomquist, Daryl Bundy

Kansas, Iowa, Michigan, Maryland, and
Virginia f r o m June 23 to August 26.
Daryl Bundy (from Mill Hall, PA)
serves as the group's music director.
Student editor
Doug Slaymaker, Strasburg, PA, has
been selected as general editor of the
student publication, The
Swinging
Bridge.
Enrollment projection
Ron Long, Director of Admissions, is
projecting a total enrollment this fall of
1,740 students, an increase of eight percent over last fall's 1,612 enrollment.
death on the Memorial Holiness Camp Board of
Directors.
David lived with uncertain, tenuous health for a
number of years, his grip on health on a seeming
slowly descending plateau. Declining health finally
made it necessary for him to give up active pastoral ministry and the work he so dearly loved.
The last couple of years have been marked by a
valiant fight, brought to an end by the summons of
the Master to lay down his burden and to receive
his reward. He breathed his last mortal, and his
first ethereal, breath on Monday morning, June
18, 1984.
David was a caring person, who shared and
gave himself without reservation for others in their
need and hurt. I have seen David and Loa in
action, in sharing and caring. David loved beauty.
I remember how he loved to surround the house
with Christmas lights. I believe he is now enjoying
more beauty than he was able to comprehend,
with color and light and holiness all around. He is
now enjoying the complete realization and joy and
reward of the blood-bought. We remember him
with affection and joy. Our lives are enriched for
knowing David. We are challenged to continue
serving, faithfully, as he served, faithfully.
David E. Climenhaga
Bishop, Central Conference
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dialogue
I want to give a brief testimony
through your paper if I may. Fifty years
ago today (July 9) I attended a tent
meeting in Stowe, Pa., held by the
Brethren in Christ Mission there at
Stowe. That night was t h e start of serving the Lord. I never experienced such a
heavenly atmosphere as that first night
and until the tent meeting ended. I was
told I was a Christian by my parents by
joining [another] denomination at the
age of 12, but in the meantime I was
fearful of death or dying, and never
repented of my sins. But after this
wonderful first night, the Lord saved me
and I have been saved now for over 50
years.
T h a n k the Lord for those dear Brethren in C h r i s t saints at S o u d e r t o n ,
Trappe, and the other little towns they
came f r o m to hold these tent meetings.
Most of them, I am sure, have passed on
to meet the Lord, but they encouraged
me, along with Brother and Sister Hillpot who were the backbone of the
Brethren in Christ Mission. Yes, I am
still in the battle for the Lord and right,
and k n o w what it is to pass f r o m death
unto life through Christ my Lord, who
directed me on July 9, 1934, to the tent
meeting in Stowe, Pa. God bless you for
allowing me to tell of the keeping power
of God for these past 50 years.
P. G. Mickletz
Gadsden, A L

Contributions
invited for
and Readers

Dialogue
Respond

Persons contributing to Readers Respond (letters to the editor) are encouraged to be concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must be signed. Occasionally we may decide to withhold
names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to
express their opinions on a broad range
of topics relevant to the mission of the
church and to living the Christian life.
Since each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, they do not
necessarily reflect the official position
of the Brethren in Christ Church.
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"Amen" to tentmaking
I a m writing to express my agreement
and strong support for the missions
concept articulated by Jim and Linda
Stern in their article, "Tentmaking: a
missons alternative," in the February
1984 issue of the Visitor.
My experience has been in the country of Zambia, but I expect the situation
is similar elsewhere. I have worked at
Macha Hospital for eight years and,
while I identify with some of the Sterns'
frustrations in working at a traditional
mission hospital, I thoroughly enjoy
working here. There are times when I
would gladly give up all of the administrative work, but that aspect also has its
rewards.
I personally am not qualified to work
in the University Teaching Hospital
( U T H ) in Lusaka as a consultant, but I
strongly support the Sterns' call for
Christian doctors to work there. It is my
opinion that ten committed Christian
physicians f r o m North America could
make a significant impact on the entire
country of Zambia, both in the area of
medical care and in building the church.
There is a shortage of doctors in
Zambia, and many of those working
here do not have a strong commitment
to good patient care. Since U T H is the
place where most Zambian doctors are
being trained, the type of education
available and the role models for medical students are critical for the quality of
medical care in Zambia in the future.
The opportunity for influencing Zambian professionals for Christ is great. As
noted by Jim Stern, there is a growing
core of Christian Zambian students who
need mature Christian leadership and
discipling. And these are the future leaders of the country! There is a strong
Marxist influence in Zambia, especially
with many students studying in eastern
block countries. But the door is still wide
open for Christians with professional
skills which Zambia needs.
It will not be easy. Living and working conditions are much different f r o m
North America. Crime is on the increase
in the cities of Zambia. Chronic shortages of medical supplies are frustrating
and make it difficult to practice the kind
of medicine one would like to practice.

And shortages of food and other personal supplies made living a challenge.
It may seem an exaggeration for me
to say that ten doctors could have such
an influence on a whole country. But I
am convinced that it is true! And when I
think of all of the doctors in N o r t h
America, it seems like there must be ten
who would be willing to be used of God
in Lusaka.
John Spurrier
Macha Hospital
Choma, Zambia
Start saying something about
Christian social graces
The editor deserves great commendation for printing in such prominence the
article "Christian Customers: No Bargain" (June 1984 Visitor). It is time we
recognize that despite the validity of our
faith and our zeal and dedication to its
propagation, it is a disgrace that we lag
so far behind the "world" in the understanding and practice of the ordinary
civil graces. The concern covers a much
broader area than money, which is the
easiest to describe.
Some 50 to 60 years ago, my mother
sold assorted farm products, such as
butter and eggs, to customers on the
"fashionable" north side of town. Even I
at a young age wondered why she got
along so much better with those people
than she did with those of the church. I
have to conclude that those people put a
socio-economic grace into the picture
that the church which we a t t e n d e d
neither knew nor practiced.
Much more recently, a friend of mine,
who has moved around considerably
within the business world, directed the
question to me: Why is it that I find my
friends in the world so much easier to get
along with than is the case with my
friends in the church? I am sure this was
not said about all individuals. But I have
known this to be true in my own experience. Even down to this day what
Jesus said in Luke 16:8 seems to be true:
for the children of this world are in their
generation wiser than the children of
light.
The church is neglecting something
here which not only is hurting the everyday lives of its members, but is damaging to its own testimony before the
world. With the emphasis it places on a
regular reaffirmation of the faith, its
concern for personal spiritual life capped
with a most valid but overriding missionary effort, and more recently its
growing interest in feeding the hungry, it
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is nearly impossible to get anyone's ear
on the subject of ordinary Christian
social grace.
Not only would a concern in this area
help the church with its contact with the
world, but also with its internal relationships. M a n y religious people seem to
think that religion gives them the license
to ignore the rules of social behavior
which have proven so necessary to success in the secular world.
I can't begin to mention all the ramifications of this subject. This is already
getting long. Now is the time for someone who has the ear of the church to
start saying something. We are overdue
for some real up-to-date systematizing
of our theology. Or should I call it making our beliefs practical? This issue can
be effectively addressed within the church
only by the official voice of the corporate body. And it is time we take a look
at our behavior in this life and in this
world in which we now live.
Millard Herr
Upland, Calif.
Christian (?) customers
Thank you for the June article regarding Christians and business. I can personally relate very well to what was
written.
In addition to our own farming operation, we do some custom farm work for
neighbors. I regret to relate that the
people I can count on most are not my
Anabaptist brethren, but rather the ones
who are professed non-church-goers. If
someone asks me to do work for them
with alcohol on their breath, I can count
on that j o b more than the brother with a
Bible on his dashboard. I could go on
but it is painful enough to write what I
already have.
I hope your readers take seriously
that series of articles. They are relevant
and contemporary, not some thesis developed in a library cubicle.
As Christians, we cannot be satisfied
with just making a difference somewhere; rather we must make a difference
everywhere, including the marketplace.
Karl M. Hess
Lancaster, Pa.

Cost of conscience
"The Cost of Conscience," the d r a m a
on family conflict over conscientious
objection to war which was presented at
General Conference, was a stimulating
p r o d u c t i o n — a n excellent discussion
starter! Congratulations to those who
August
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commissioned, wrote and produced it.
I would like to see the discussion continue, and offer an observation here
toward that end. The theme of personal
sacrifice for the sake of others (the "cost
of conscience") was a central theme of
the drama. Reflecting on how that theme
was developed, I am struck with how
typical of the Brethren in Christ (and
American Christians in general) the
direction taken by the theme actually
was.
J i m , struggling with w h e t h e r he
should be a conscientious objector, returns again and again to the theme of the
sacrifices made by his contemporaries
who went to war. He feels compelled to
get as close as possible to them, through
entering the military as a non-combatant, so that he can show that he too is
willing to make a sacrifice and pay the
cost (of conscience?).
What if his search for a costly expression of conscience (discipleship) had
taken him a different direction, one not
so typically Brethren in Christ, or American evangelical, but perhaps deserving
a serious look nevertheless? What if he
had been concerned with finding a serious alternative to the military establishment and military way, rather than
assuming that the best way to include
some sacrifice was to get as close as
possible (without adopting altogether)
the military way? What if, in short, he
had considered the alternative of nonviolent direct action? In other words, what
if he had considered supporting a prayer
vigil, a work stoppage, a boycott, a

peace brigade or a nonmilitary national
defense rather than a war as his way of
making a sacrifice?
The nonviolent alternative for people
in dominant nations is described at
length by Ronald Sider and Richard
Taylor in their book Nuclear Holocaust
and Christian Hope. Other writers have
endorsed the nonviolent alternative for
people in situations of powerlessness,
such as the poor of El Salvador. The
Brethren in Christ have not, as far as I
know, looked seriously at nonviolent
direct action as a means of responding
to evil in the world.
But on the other hand, scores of
Brethren in Christ young men have participated in the military as combatants
or noncombatants, and have done so
claiming altruistic and self-sacrificing motives. Is it not time for us to recognize the
altruistic and self-sacrificing characteristics of nonviolent direct action, and to
promote this as a challenge to young
and old alike?
This is not to diminish the rightness of
doing more traditional alternative service, whether paid or voluntary. Any
constructive work is immeasurably better than making war, unless one presumes that war is honorable and virtuous. But to the extent that making a
personal sacrifice does endow any activity with virtue. Christians will do better
to seek that sacrifice in costly alternatives to war than in activities which unite
them with the military establishment.

Searching for old

John K. Stoner
Akron, Pa.
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Onestrrjus

Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you
everything that Is happening here.
Colossians 4:9

Dear Paul,
I am writing this while I sit in session
at the General Conference of the church
of which I am now a part. My last letter
told you that I would be attending and
here I am. It is a most interesting experience. I wish you could share it with me.
It seems like we do a lot of things
which remind me of my time with you.
From the joyful greetings of one another
to the great celebrations of praise in our
devotional meetings, there is a ring of
true love and unity. Unity! Now that's
something I want to write about in this
letter, but I'll tell you of some other
things first.
In one service they consecrated six
new bishops. There was a great audience
in attendance and the service centered
on setting these men apart for a special
ministry. It was similar to the time the
church at Antioch held a consecration
service, laid hands on you and Barnabas, and "separated" you for a special
work. From what you told me of that
service, I would say this one was more
sophisticated, for we had choirs, instruments and drums, plus other things, and
the service lasted three hours! Now that

is unusual here, for the people of this
culture can't usually sit that long.
The business meetings are of great
interest to me. Business flows along very
well, with much discussion taking place.
But there is a strange custom which I
haven't quite figured out. As soon as
business begins, many people write
notes, wave them in the air, then several
"carriers" scurry around, get the notes,
and deliver them to whom they are
addressed. I've a hunch that some of
these notes contain nonsensical messages! They can't all be for real.
Now back to unity. Because the devotional messages of this conference are
taken from your letter to the Ephesians,
there's a lot of talk on unity. When I saw
the diversity of this conference group, I
wondered how there could ever be unity.
It would take too long to describe the
differences, but believe me, Paul, we are
different—in looks, in personalities, in
emphasis. Yet I feel a unifying spirit
among us. One devotional speaker said:
"Unity is not uniformity. It is a given
and essential characteristic of the
church—the gift of God through the

Holy Spirit to be maintained by keeping
the bond of peace. It is the spiritual
realities which unite the church in
Christ, however diverse the members'
backgrounds." That made sense to me
and I began to understand the unifying
spirit which I had felt right from the
beginning. It is a tremendous thing—
being united in Christ—and gives reason for joyous celebration.
Your letter to the Ephesian church
stands as an indictment against churches
which are not united in Christ, but
rather are torn asunder by discord and
strife. It makes me sad to have to tell you
that there are some local fellowships like
that. They are captivated by the individualistic spirit of the age and are unable
(or unwilling) to grasp the true meaning
of unity in Christ. I wish they could feel
the beauty of the unity shown here.
This conference closes soon. (It will
be over several weeks before this reaches
you.) Now it is for each of us to go home
to our individual churches to maintain
and enjoy the unity we have in Christ.
Onesimus

Do you know someone—a member or regular attender of a
Brethren in Christ Church—who is striving to be Christlike and
whose story would be of interest to our readers? Then you will want
to enter this writing contest.
The deadline for submitting a manuscript (which may range from
600 to 1,500 words) is October 15. 1984. All entries must be true,
unpublished articles, and must have the approval of the subject of the
article. The contest entry form outlines additional requirements.
The decision of the judges will be based on both the quality of
writing and the uniqueness and interest to readers of the person
featured. Three cash prizes ($50, $25, and $15) will be awarded. In
addition, these three prize winners will receive a year's free subscription to the Visitor.
For contest rules and entry form, send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope to:
Writing Contest
Evangelical Visitor
P.O. Box 166
Nappanee, IN 46550
Sample copy of the Visitor: $ 1 postpaid.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Brake down
by G. Roger Schoenhals
"Watch me run!" cried my six-year-old son. "I'm getting
good at it. Watch how fast I can go."
With that he sprinted down the sandy path like a spirited
race horse. Thirty yards later he stopped. The cloud of dust
told me it had been sudden and unexpected.
I hurried toward him, expecting to hear cries of pain.
Instead, he rolled over, looked up, and with a face full of sand,
exclaimed, "I'm not so good at slowing down."
Sometimes I'm not so good at slowing down either. I get
caught up in commitments and activities that run me ragged
and sap my strength. In themselves these pursuits are good and
profitable, but taken together they add up to a hectic life of go,
go, go.
R u n n i n g hard is a mark of the age. In spite of a mountain of
time-saving devices, most of us work more, play harder, and go
faster than ever before. Every day in every community, someone hits the dust with a heart attack, a nervous breakdown, or
with physical exhaustion.
"We're good at running, but when it comes to slowing down,
we've got a lot to learn.
When God designed and created us, he knew about our need
for rest. That's why he gave us a revolving day—sunlight to
work in and darkness in which to sleep.
Furthermore, he gave us explicit instructions to set aside one
day in seven for extra rest and worship.
He knows what we need and it doesn't do us or God's
kingdom one bit of good to rush through life ignoring God's
plan for our spiritual and physical health.
A friend of mine was pushing herself to the limit. Most of it
was Christian activity. The pace quickened every week. Then,
snap, she had a breakdown.
During the recovery process the doctor took her to a hill
overlooking the city. As they stood gazing down on the bustling scene, he asked, "What do you think would happen to
that city if you died?"
The answer was obvious. Business would go on, life would
continue.
The truth sunk in. She realized that she was not the center of
the universe and that the world—and God—could get along
just fine without her. She began to relax and heal.
I've heard Billy G r a h a m say, "I'd rather burn out than rust
out." I think I know what he means. There is always the danger
of slowing down too much, lagging behind the Master. But
running ahead can also be detrimental.
Jesus said, "Follow me." He leads us into action. We make
progress. But our Shepherd also leads us beside the still waters.
Isaiah knew the importance of rest. "They that wait upon the
Lord," he said, "shall renew their strength." I used to think this
meant waiting u p o n God as though we were sitting in his
presence soaking up his glory. But I wonder if the word
"waiting" can also suggest that we have run ahead and it's time
to pull over and wait for the Lord. He travels at his own
speed—a pace best suited to our physical, emotional, and
spiritual well being. We are safest and healthiest when we walk
immediately behind him.
Learning to slow down and walk in the Saviour's steps
involves at least five practical applications of discipline.
First, get a good night's rest. Different persons require difAugust
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ferent amounts of sleep. Don't try to live someone else's life.
Find your own needs and discipline yourself to get that amount
of rest. Cutting corners will sooner or later catch up with you.
Insomnia? See a doctor. Trouble with a racing mind? Slow it
down by focusing on God's sure Word. Try counting blessings
instead of sheep.
Second, get serious about God's plan for a special day of rest
and worship. Take a new look at the "Lord's Day." Instead of
" O Day of Rush and Madness," make it a restful, glad day.
Talk it over as a family. Make a list of possibilities.
Third, evaluate your involvements. Are you suffocating
yourself with activities and assignments? Don't forget what
Jesus said to busy Martha, "Martha, Martha, thou art careful
and troubled about many things: but one thing is needful
v>
All our doing will be in vain if we exhaust ourselves spiritually and physically. Better to cut out some of the extras and
concentrate on doing a few things well, allowing sufficient time
for that one really needful thing Martha's sister was doing—
worshiping Christ.
Good things become bad things when they run us into the
ground.
Fourth, learn to say no. There's an old adage, "Whenever
you want something done, ask a busy person." It's not necessarily because they are so talented they can do ten things at
once. Many times it's just because they don't know how to
refuse a request or an assignment.
Learn to love yourself first and take care of yourself, then
you can better love and help others. Say "no" if the opportunity
will cheat you out of important times of personal rest and
renewal.
I'm not opting for withdrawal f r o m mission and responsibility. I'm talking about priorities and our need to keep God's
"temple" in top working order. It's no sin to say "no" once in a
while.
Fifth, take time along the way. I know there are times when
we must run as Christians. Paul referred to the Christian life as
a race. But Scripture also describes our Christian life as a walk.
Five times Paul uses this analogy in his letter to the Ephesians.
In the long pull, we can get further if we walk rather than run.
We will also have more opportunity to pick a flower, to chat, to
meditate, and to look around.
I read about a psychological experiment that had individual
students go f r o m one part of the campus to another. Along the
way, in a conspicuous place, a fellow student lay pretending to
be hurt.
The students were divided into two groups. One half were
told they were late for their next appointment and needed to
hurry. The other half were told they had plenty of time. They
could take it easy getting to the next place.
You guessed it. The students who were in a hurry rushed
right by the "hurting" confederate. A* large percentage of the
others stopped to see what they could do to help.
If we pack our days so full that we have to run like crazy to
get f r o m here to there, what a b o u t the hurting people we come
upon along the way? And what about having time to listen, to
watch, to learn?
Life is a longjourney and we'll get more out of it and be able
to give more to it if we will learn to slow down. S o o o o
Get a good night's rest, honor the Lord's Day, put first things
first, learn to say "no," and walk in love.

Roger Schoenhals lives in Seattle,

Wash.

31

MCC launches special
hunger appeal in U.S.
Mennonite Central Committee has
begun a special "Harvest Against Hunger" appeal in the United States. This
appeal is to raise both food commodities
and funds for MCC's 1984 food programs.
Reg Towes, M C C executive secretary, observes that food-related programs are always at the center of MCC's
work. "In 1984 there are particular
needs in response to severe hunger in
Africa, as well as large numbers of
hungry people in Southeast Asia, Central America and in the Asian subcontinent."
The "Harvest Against Hunger" is in
part a response to special action at M C C
annual meeting, Toews says. There MCC
pledged response to problems of conflict, food scarcity and food access in
Africa, and renewed its wider commitment to addressing matters of world
hunger.
Through the food appeal, M C C hopes
to raise commodities and funds for grain
shipments to nine countries. Cost of the
designated shipments is estimated at $8
million, including the value of the commodities.
M C C still requires from its constituents $680,000 to cover the cash needs for
those shipments and $600,000 worth of
commodities. The rest of the costs and
commodity are being covered by the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank and by designated funds from church and other
groups.
In addition to those grain shipments
designated as part of the special appeal,
there will be a number of other regular
relief shipments. Overall MCC plans to
spend about $12.4 million on agriculture, relief and other food-related programs in 1984.
As part of the "Harvest Against
Hunger" appeal, commodity drives will
be organized by M C C regional offices
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this fall for food needs in Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, El Salvador and Kampuchea. All four have suffered from wars
or political violence. Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Kampuchea are additionally
suffering from severe drought.
John Hostetler, M C C U.S. material
aid director, reports that M C C East
Coast board is inviting its constituency
to raise 2,000 metric tons (MT) of corn
for Mozambique and El Salvador. MCC
Great Lakes has the goal of raising
another 1,000 M T of corn for those
countries, as well as 50 M T of beans for
Zimbabwe. The Great Lakes Region
raised 1,000 M T of corn for Upper
Volta earlier in 1984.
West Coast MCC is seeking 150 tons

of beans for Zimbabwe from its constituents. MCC Central States hopes to
raise 1,000 M T of wheat. One-half of
that amount will be exchanged for rice
for Kampuchea, with the other half kept
available to be used where needed most
in fall or winter.
Central States Mennonites are encouraged to also donate commodities'other
than wheat to be exchanged for rice or
whatever commodity is most needed at
harvest time.
Constituents without commodities to
donate are urged to contribute financially to the appeal. For information on
specific projects, contact the nearest
M C C regional office or M C C headquarters in Akron, Pa.
The drive, which will continue through
the end of November, follows a special
M C C Canada Food drive in early 1984.
In that drive, Canadians gave $450,000
for food needs in Guatemala, Kampuchea, Lebanon and other countries.

M C C e r s visited these displaced people in November 1983 at a camp in Imhambane,
a province in southern Mozambique. The people coming to this feeding center have
left their homes because of the drought and war. Thousands have fled as a result of the
famine in Inhambane.
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